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CITY  OF  LIVERPOOL. 


EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  to  the 
Education  Authority  for  the  Year  ended 
31st  December,  1927. 


I.  The  Medical  Officer  begs  to  submit  bis  report  on  the  work  of 
the  School  Medical  Service  for  the  year  1927. 

The  number  of  School  Medical  Officers  in  the  service  remained  the 
same  as  in  the  previous  year,  but  the  following  changes  took 
place  in  the  personnel,  viz.  In  April,  Dr.  Boberton  "replaced 
I)r.  Mather  who  had  resigned  in  December,  1920,  and  at  the  end  of 
1927  Dr.  F.  B.  Mackenzie  resigned  and  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  vacancy  created  to  be  filled  at  the  commencement  of  the  new 
year. 


Additional  work  was  undertaken  by  the  School  Medical  Staff  in 
connection  with  the  Special  Schools,  a  modified  scheme  for  the 
routine  medical  examination  of  all  children  on  entry  to  these 
schools  and  subsequently  at  intervals  of  three  years,  along  with  the 
re-inspection  twice  yearly  of  children  found  to  have  medical  defects, 
being  put  into  operation. 

In  April,  1927,  the  two  Sub-Committees  concerned  with  the 
dental  work  in  the  Public  Elementary  and  Industrial  and  Special 
Schools  agreed  to  a  recommendation  for  consolidating  the  dental 
staffs  of  these  Sub-Committees,  and  it  was  decided  to  dispense  with 
part-time  dental  officers  and  institute  a  whole-time  dental  staff  of 
five  dental  officers.  Two  of  the  previous  part-time  officers,  namely, 
Mr.  J.  Tyson  and  Mr.  J .  AVood,  applied  for  the  whole-time  posts 
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and  wore  appointed, 
Mr.  G.  K.  Novins. 


the  other  whole-time  offieer  appointed  beiim- 


Apart  from  an  additional  Health  Visitor  who  was  appointed  in 
October,  1927,  no  changes  were  made  during  the  year  in  th 
arrangements. 


lie  nursing 


’  2‘  T1,e  scheme  for  the  adaptation  of  the  premises  purchased  in 
Garston,  in  1920,  for  use  as  a  Minor  Ailments  Clinic,  Defective 
Vision  Clinic,  Dental  Clinic,  Cleansing  Centre,  and  also  as  Ante, 

Natal  and  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  was  again  deferred  on  the 
grounds  of  economy. 


3.  A  part-time  teacher  was  appointed  in  the  Summer  to  under¬ 
take  the  treatment  of  Stammerers;  an  account  of  the  working  of 
this  class  is  given  later  on  in  the  report. 


4.  With  regard  to  classes  for  Partially  Deaf  Children  which  were 
suggested  by  the  Medical  Officer  in  previous  Annual  Reports,  the 
Committee  had  the  matter  under  consideration  during  the  year,  but 
UP  to  the  present  no  classes  have  yet  been  formed.  As  will  be  seen 
in  Table  III  in  the  Appendix,  there  are  about  130  children  in  the 
.City  coming  within  this  category. 


5.  A  further  year’s  experience  of  the  treatment  of  Otorrhoea  by 
Zinc  Ionisation  has  fully  justified  the  opening  of  the  Clinic  for  this 
i  treatment  and  a  full  ncount  of  the  working  of  the  Clinic  will  be 
found  on  page  18. 


6.  In  the  previous  Annual  Report  the  prevalence  of  certain 
ailments  found  by  the  Medical  Officers  at  their  examination  of  the 
entrants  was  discussed,  and  suggestions  were  made  that  it  would  be 
distinctly  beneficial  if  arrangements  could  be  made  whereby  pre¬ 
school  children  suffering  from  Squint  or  Otorrhoea,  whose  parents 
could  not  afford  private  treatment,  might  be  dealt  with  under 
the  Education  Committee’s  scheme  for  treatment.  The  Health 
Committee,  after  consideration  of  this  suggestion,  arranged  with 
the  Education  Committee  for  the  treatment  of  such  cases  and 
agreed  to  pay  the  Education  Committee  for  this  work. 
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7.  Of  recent  years  considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  the  Rhcna 
subject  of  Rheumatic  infection  and  associated  heart  disease,  and 
important  reports  on  this  subject  have  been  made  by  the  Medical 
Research  Council,  British  Medical  Association  and  Sir  George 
Newman.  A  Mersey-side  Rheumatism  Committee  was  formed 
during  the  year  with  the  objects  of — 

(1)  Ascertaining  the  total  number  of  children  suffering  from 

the  disease. 

(2)  Securing  the  early  recognition  of  these  cases. 

(3)  Providing  proper  care  and  supervision  for  a  prolonged 

period. 

(4)  Instituting  research  work  on  the  subject. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  Chief  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  of  Liverpool,  and 
the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  Birkenhead,  Bootle,  and  Wallasey, 
have  been  elected  on  to  this  Committee,  with  the  object  of 
co-ordinating  the  official  work  in  the  areas  concerned. 

8.  From  time  to  time,  children  whose  conduct  either  at  home  or 

at  school  betrays  abnormalities  calling  for  special  study  or  treat- J“s.|  ” 
rnent  are  referred  to  the  Medical  Department  by  teachers,  parents, 
and  occasionally  by  the  Magistrates  of  the  Juvenile  Court.  The 
term  “Maladjusted”  which  has  been  applied  to  such  children, 
includes  within  its  scope  not  only  juvenile  delinquents  and  truants 
but  also  neuropathic  or  unstable  children,  those  whose  moral  habits 
or  behaviour  are  unsatisfactory.  Such  children  create  disciplinary 
problems  in  the  schools.  The  study  of  such  cases  requires  consider¬ 
able  skill,  time  and  care  in  order  to  discover  whether  they  are  due 
to  bodily  or  nervous  ailments  or  to  psychological,  or  environmental 
factors,  or  as  is  most  frequently  the  case,  to  a  combination  of  these 
causes. 

Recently  there  was  formed  in  this  country  a  Child  Guidance 
Council  with  the  object  of  establishing  Clinics  to  procure  for 
maladjusted  or  delinquent  children  appropriate  treatment  and 
guidance  required  by  them.  The  council  includes  medical  men, 
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magistrates,  psychologists,  socitil  workers  and  representatives  of 
Education  Authorities,  Universities,  etc. 

J.  In  two  previous  Annual  Reports  attention  was  drawn  to  tlie 
loss  of  attendance  marks,  and  consequently  Government  Grant,  in 
the  case  of  children  attending  certain  of  the  Committee’s  Clinics,  as 
in  many  of  these  cases  it  was  impossible  to  comply  with  the  require¬ 
ments. of  Article  43b  of  the  Code  of  Regulations.  During  the  year, 
administrative  memorandum  No.  51  was  introduced  by  the  Board, 
which,  amongst  other  things,  amended  the  aforesaid  Article,  and 
arrangements  have  accordingly  been  made  to  make  use  of  this 
alteration  so  as  to  secure,  as  far  as  possible,  the  attendance  marks  of 
all  children  attending  the  Clinics. 

10.  With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  Orthopaedic  cases,  the 
desirability  of  formulating  an  Orthopaedic  Scheme  was  referred  to  in 
the  last  Annual  Report,  and  the  matter  was  considered  by  a  Special 
Joint  Committee  of  the  Education  and  Health  Committees,  but  the 
inauguration  of  the  scheme  was  deferred  owing  to  financial 
considerations. 

11.  During  the  year,  five  new  schools,  viz.,  St.  Matthew’s  lt.C., 
i  North  M  av  Council,  Florence  Melly  Council,  Mosspits  Lane 

Council,  and  Back  Lane  Council  were  opened,  and  one  closed,  viz., 
Thingwall  Road  Council.  There  were  thus  172  public  elementary 
schools  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

12.  The  average  number  of  children  on  the  rolls  for  the  year  was 
134,049,  and  the  average  attendance  IIS, 871,  or  88'7  per  cent. 

The  School  Medical  Officers  have  during  the  vear  carried  out  at 
the  schools  and  Inspection  Clinics  112,443  examinations  relating  to 
approximately  83,000  school  children,  as  shewn  in  detail  below: — 


Public  Elementary  Schools. 

Routine  examinations  ... 

45,271 

Special  examinations  ... 

10,875 

Re-inspections  ... 

42,541 

Total  number  of  inspections . 

98,687 

Number  of  individual  children  inspected  .. 

74,950 
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Higher  Schools. 


Routine  examinations 

6,181 

Special  examinations 

421 

Re-inspections  ... 

6,020 

Total  number  of  inspections . 

12,022 

Number  of  individual  children  inspected  ... 

7,423 

Special  Schools. 

Routine  examinations . '• 

238 

Special  examinations  ... 

24 

Re-inspections  ... 

772 

Total  number  of  inspections  ... 

1,034 

i  ( 

M  lit 

The  Medical  Officer  is  indebted  to  the  Director  of  Education  for 
information  which  he  has  kindly  supplied  with  regard  to  certain 
sections  of  this  Report  relating  in  particular  to  the  work  m  ,  , 
connection  with  the  Special  Schools,  Provision  of  Meals  and 

;  i 

Juvenile  Employment. 

i 

The  official  statistical  tables  required  by  the  Board  will  bo  found 
in  the  Appendix,  commencing  on  page  G5. 

i  I 

i  i 

NUTRITION.  j  ! 

*  |  ' 

13  From  an  examination  of  the  records  made  by  the  School  Capa' 

_  Firer 

Medical  Officers,  it  would  appear  that  the  nutrition  of  the  children  , 
is,  on  the  whole,  improving,  an  impression  which  is  strengthened  by 
investigation  of  the  following  tables  which  shew  the  average  heights 
and  weights  of  children  attending  certain  selected  schools  in  good, 
fair  and  poor  neighbourhoods.  Tho  weights  for  1914  and  the 
weights  and  heights  for  1921  are  also  shewn  for  purposes  of 
comparison.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  weights  of  the 
children  shew  a  marked  improvement  over  those  of  the  children 
examined  during  the  early  years  after  the  inception  of  the  School 
Medical  Service. 


Table  I. — HEIGHTS  (Recorded  In  Inches) 

BOYS. 
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The  numbers  in  brackets  refer  to  the  numbers  examined. 


TabIe  2.— WEIGHTS  (Recorded  in  Pounds). 

BOYS. 
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The  numbers  in  brackets  refer  to  the  numbers  examined. 


^  3 


12 


14.  This  improvement  in  nutrition  is  associated  with  an  improve¬ 
ment  m  general  health  and  a  diminution  in  the  incidence  and 
severity  of  certain  diseases.  Many  factors  have  conduced  towards 
t  ns  elevation  of  the  general  health,  particularly  the  relief  given  by 
tie  Poor  Law  Guardians,  the  Unemployment  benefits  under  the 
Insurance  Act,  the  increased  official  care  given  to  children  during 
pre-scliool  life  at  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  Day  Nurseries,  etc.,  and 
su  (.sequent ly,  assistance  by  voluntary  bodies  such  as  the  Child 
M  el  fare  Association,  and  the  provision  by  the  Education  Committee 
of  Free  Meals  for  necessitous  school  children. 

lo.  Notwithstanding  this  general  improvement  there  are  still  a 
large  number  of  children  suffering  from  malnutrition  and  debility, 
many  factors  being  involved  in  the  causation  of  these  conditions.  It 
is  clear  that  children  suffering  from  disease  or  from  the  results  of 
insufficient  food  or  sleep,  or  living  in  overcrowded  or  ill-ventilated 
homes  aro  likely  to  suffer  in  nutrition. 

16.  Although  the  municipality  is  doing  a  great  deal  to  improve 
the  social  life  of  the  community  by  building  large  numbers  of  new 
houses  in  the  suburbs,  the  housing  shortage  is  still  a  pressing 

problem,  with  its  resultant  overcrowding  and  unsatisfactory  home 
environment. 


li.  Many  of  these  debilitated  children  benefit  considerably 
by  the  provision  of  extra  nourishment,  tonics  or  treatment  in 
convalescent  homes,  and  1,674  references  were  made  to  the  Child 
Welfare  Association  during  the  year  for  their  assistance  in  these 
directions.  Some  children,  however,  require  more  prolonged  treat¬ 
ment  in  residential  open-air  schools,  and  the  Committee  have  now- 
available  approximately  100  beds  for  such  cases. 

18.  Deference  was  made  in  the  last  Annual  Report  to  the  opening 
by  the  Liverpool  Chest  Hospital  of  their  Residential  Open-air  school, 
Torpenhow,  ’  at  Frankby  in  Wirral,  at  which  school  the  Liverpool 
Education  Committee  retain  30  beds.  Throughout  the  year  these 
beds  have  been  kept  fully  occupied  and,  from  the  opening  of  the 
school  in  November,  1926,  up  to  the  end  of  1927,  87  Liverpool 
children  had  been  under  treatment  there,  of  whom  57  had  been 
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discharged.  Whilst  in  residence  at  the  school  as  much  time  as 
possible  is  spent  out  of  doors,  the  playing  field  adjoining  being  used 
for  recreation  purposes.  The  Matron  has  been  fortunate  in  securing 
the  kindly  help  of  a  games  mistress  and  a  gentleman  living  in  the 
neighbourhood,  who  instruct  the  children  in  certain  games  on 
Saturdays.  With  the  consent  of  the  parents  the  boys  and 
girls  are  enrolled  soon  after  admission  as  Hoy  Scouts  or  Girl 
Guides  respectively,  the  instruction  given  at  the  meetings  of 
these  two  organisations  proving  very  helpful  and  encouraging 
“esprit  do  corps”  amongst  the  children.  With  the  object  of 
impressing  upon  the  children  the  importance  of  looking  after  their 
health  on  leaving  the  school,  special  lessons  are  given  in  personal 
and  general  hygiene,  the  reasons  for  living  an  open-air  life  being 
emphasised.  Small  prizes  are  given  to  the  children  at  intervals 
as  a  stimulus  to  their  efforts  in  the  direction  of  personal  hygiene. 
On  alternate  mornings  before  breakfast  the  children  have  shower 
baths,  which,  although  not  always  appreciated  at  first,  are  soon 
looked  forward  to  with  much  pleasure.  Each  child  is  taught  the 
correct  use  of  the  toothbrush.  On  discharge  the  children  aro 
presented  with  enamelled  badges  with  the  object  of  reminding  them 
of  the  rules  of  health  which  they  have  learnt  during  their  stay  at 
the  school,  and  which  they  are  urged  to  continue  to  carry  out  after 
their  return  home.  After  leaving,  the  children  are  periodically 
examined  at  the  Education  Office  by  one  of  the  Medical  Officers. 


19.  As  a  result  of  these  after-care  examinations  it  was  found  that 
some  of  the  children  had  not  fully  maintained  the  improvement 
recorded  on  their  discharge;  in  view  of  this  fact  the  period  of 
residence  for  six  months,  which  at  the  opening  of  the  school  was 
provisionally  regarded  as  the  maximum,  should  be  extended  in  many 
of  these  cases.  There  are,  however,  a  few  cases  which  derive 
permanent  benefit  after  even  a  shorter  stay  than  six  months. 

20.  Other  cases  of  debility  were  admitted  to  the  Committee  s 
residential  school  at  Woolton  Yale  from  both  the  Public 
Elementary  and  the  Special  Schools.  The  need  for  l>ay  Open-air 
Schools  has  been  emphasisqd  in  previous  Annual  lteports,  but  none 
have  yet  been  established. 
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PROVISION  OF  MEALS. 


21 .  Under  Sections  82-80  of  the  Educat  ion  Act,  1921 ,  free  meals 
have  been  provided  for  necessitous  children  on  week-days  during 
term  time  and  school  holidays.  Mid-day  meals  have  been  provided 
for  such  children,  the  meals  being  cooked  and  served  at  certain 
centres  as  shewn  below. 


DINING  CENTRES. 

Addison  Street  Day  Industrial  School. 

Queensland  Street  Day  Industrial 
School. 

Whitetleld  Road  Special  School. 

Dingle  Lane  Special  School. 

Northumberland  Street  (former)  Day 
Industrial  School. 

Chalmers  Hall,  Westminster  Road. 

St.  Titus’  Hall,  Portland  Street. 

St.  Thomas’s  (old)  School,  Upper 
Frederick  Street. 

“Caledonian”  (old)  School,  Oldham 
Street. 

St.  Aidan’s  Hall,  Commercial  Road. 

“Major  Lester,”  Council  School, 
Sherlock  Street. 

Heyworth  Street  Council  School. 

22.  A  new  dining  centre  was  opened .  in  April  at  the 
“  Caledonian  ”  (old)  School,  Oldham  Street,  to  replace  a  centre  at 
one  of  the  local  caterers’  establishments.  In  addition  to  tho 
advantage  of  the  food  being  supplied  at  this  new  centre  according 
to  the  dietary  scale  adopted  by  the  Committee  there  is  less  risk  in 
connection  with  traffic,  as  hitherto  two  very  dangerous  traffic  points 
had  to  be  crossed  by  many  of  the  children  in  order  to  reach  the 
former  centre. 


COOKING  CENTRES. 

Addison  Street  Day  Industrial  School. 

Queensland  Street  Day  Industrial 
School. 

Whitefleld  Road  Special  School. 

Dingle  Lane  Special  School. 

Walton  Road  (former)  Day  Industrial 
School. 

Northumberland  Street  (former)  Day 
Industrial  School. 


23.  There  are  also  eight  local  caterers  in  the  outskirts  who 
provide  meals  for  small  groups  of  children,  who,  owing  to  distance, 
cannot  attend  the  Committee’s  main  dining  centres. 

24.  .No  charge  is  made  to  the  parents,  but  meals  are  not  granted 
if  it  is  considered  that  the  parents  are  in  a  position  to  provide  meals 

-at  home.  In  cases  found  to  be  receiving  Poor  Law  Relief, 
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provided  that  such  relief  is  not  supplemental  to  Unemployment 
Insurance  Benefit,  the  Guardians  are  notified,  and  if  they  report 
that  the  relief  granted  is  adequate,  meal  coupons  are  refused. 

25.  Before  any  prolonged  holiday,  the  Head  Teachers  are 
requested  to  submit  lists  of  children  who,  in  their  opinion,  would 
suffer  if  meals  were  discontinued  during  the  vacation,  and  the 
Committee  have  arranged  for  dinners  to  he  supplied  to  these  children 
throughout  the  vacation.  During  vacations  the  numbers  were 
about  GO  per  cent,  of  the  average  during  school  terms. 

2G.  The  Committee  have  given  continued  attention  to  the 
question  of  the  further  improvement  of  the  dietary  scale,  but  it  has 
been  found  extremely  difficult  in  practice  to  devise  one-course 
dinners  which  will  supply  sufficient  amounts  of  fats,  proteids  and 
vitamins,  the  items  in  which  the  children’s  home  meals  are  usually 
particularly  lacking.  During  the  year  some  improvements  were 
made  in  the  meals,  and  experiments  are  being  carried  out  with  the 
object  of  still  further  improving  the  diets. 

27.  There  are  116  schools  out  of  a  total  of  172  elementary 
schools  in  the  City  in  which  free  meal  coupons  are  boing  issued  to 
necessitous  school  children. 

The  Dining  Centres  were  open  on  311  days  during  the  year,  and 
the  total  number  of  meals  supplied  was  563,742,  the  daily  average 
number  of  children  who  received  meals  being  18120  or  125  less 
than  the  average  for  1926. 

The  weekly  number  of  meals  provided  varied  during  the  year; 
the  highest  being  13,887  in  May,  the  lowest  5,180  in  August. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  EAR. 

28.  At  the  routine  examinations  1'78  per  cent,  of  the  children  Dlscrg 
were  found  to  suffer  from  inflammation  of  the  middle  ear  (otitis  EaR 
media).  From  this  it  is  estimated  that  there  are  approximately 
2,500  school  children  in  the  City  suffering  from  this  affection.  This 
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condition  is  responsible  lor  a  large  number  of  the  attendances  made 
at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinics,  some-  400  or  500  children  being  in 
constant  attendance. 


Ihe  electrical  treatment  for  suppurative  otitis  media  by  means  of 
zinc  ionisation  has  been  continued  by  Dr.  F.  1\  M.  Clarke,  one  of 
the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers,  and  a  report  on  the  highly 
successful  treatment  of  bis  cases  appears  at  the  end  of  this  section 
under  the  heading  of  “  Zinc  Ionisation.” 

29.  The  Aural  Clinic  was  opened  on  45  occasions,  the  average 
number  of  children  attending  per  session  being  20  7.  Mr.  Yorke 
reports  that  at  least  20  per  cent,  of  the  children  who  attend  this 
Clinic  for  middle  ear  suppuration  are  in  need  of  a  radical  mastoid 
operation,  without  which  there  is  no  chance  of  the  discharge 
ceasing;  at.  the  best,  by  means  of  zinc  ionisation  or  regular  cleansing 
treatment,  the  discharge  can  only  be  diminished  or  the  foetor 
reduced.  If  the  disease  be  allowed  to  continue,  in  all  probability 
the  hearing  will  be  destroyed  or  some  other  serious  complication 


ensue. 

30.  During  the  year,  24  such  radical  mastoid  operations  were 
performed  on  some  of  the  worst  of  these  cases  by  Mr.  Yorke,  at  the 
Stanley  Hospital.  Without  such  operative  treatment,  however, 
the  cases  drift  on  from  year  to  year,  a  danger  to  themselves,  and 
owing  to  their  frequent  attendances  at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinics, 
lose  a  considerable  amount  of  education,  and  finally  leave  school 
both  physically  and  educationally  handicapped.  There  were  at  the 
end  of  the  year  62  children  known  to  require  this  operation. 


31.  The  following  table  shews  in  detail  the  classification  of  the 
cases  dealt  with  at  the  Aural  Clinic,  and  the  nature  of  the  work 
undertaken : — 


•  i 


Tabic  3. 


No.  of  examinations  by  Aural 
Specialist 


New 

Re-exam- 

Individual 

Cases 

inationa 

Children 

470 

463 

550 

17 


Hew  Cases. 


Chronic;  Suppurative  Otitis  Media: — 

Children. 

Active:  One  car... 

,,  Both  ears 

Quiescent 

n2[  229] 

o7 ) 

...  73 

•  302 

Deafness 

•  •  •  •  • 

.  138 

Other  defects  ... 

... 

57 

Re-cxaminations. 

Number  of  cases  re-examined  once 

•  •  • 

118 

Number  of  cases  re-examined  twice 

•  •  •  •  • 

49 

Number  of  cases  re-examined  three  times 

27 

Number  of  cases  re-examined  more 

than  three 

times 

...  •  • 

29 

Total  number  of  re-examinations 

•  •  *  •  . 

463 

Improved  Treatment 

Treatment  Discontinued.  Continued. 

Chronic  suppurative  otitis  media  ...  105  112 

Deafness 

6 

7 

Other  conditions 

5 

1 

Treatment  Given. 

> 

Granulations  removed 

...  ... 

8 

Wax,  debris,  etc.,  removed  ... 

32 

Nasal  diastolisation 

. 

36 

Polypi  removed 

11 

Zinc  ionisation  ... 

... 

542 

Advice  Given. 

Referred  to  Minor  Ailments  Clinic  ... 

252 

Referred  for  Home  treatment 

. 

83 

Referred  to  Hospital  ... 

22 

Referred  for  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  removal 

54 

18 


Referred  for  Mastoid  operation  (including  25 
brought  forward  from  1926) 


Referred 

for  Breathing  exercises  ... 

12 

Referred  for  School  for  Deaf 

1 

Cases  in 

which  no  treatment  was 

considered 

possible 

•  •  • 

25 

Cases  in 

which  no  treatment  was 

considered 

necessary  ... 

•  •  •  •  • 

110 

Operation  performed 

24 

Awaiting  operation . 

62 

Parents  declined  operation 

9 

•  - 

Operation  deferred  ... 

5 

Left  School  ... 

1 

Referred  for  Zinc  Ionisation 

3 

Condition  improved  without 

operation ... 

4 

108 

Zinc  Ionisation. 

32.  The  good  results  obtained  at  the  North  Corporation  School 
Clinic  in  1926  by  the  treatment  of  cases  of  suppurative  otitis  media 
by  means  of  Zinc  Ionisation  have  been  well  maintained.  During  the 
year  this  method  of  treatment  was  also  carried  out  at  the  Aural 
Clinic  at  the  North  Dispensary.  A  larger  number  of  eases  were 

treated  during  1927,  viz.,  542,  as  compared  with  342  in  the  previous 
year; 


33.  The  selection  of  suitable  cases  for  treatment  is  important, 
and  experience  at  the  Clinic  has  shewn  that  there  are  certain  types  of 
cases  for  which  ionisation  is  not  suitable  but  for  which  operative 
treatment  is  desirable  : — 

(1)  Disease  of  mastoid  bone; 

(2)  Old  cases  of  mastoid  disease  in  which,  after  operation 

granulations  are  present; 

(3)  Cases  of  cholesteatomata ; 

(4)  Cases  of  bone  destruction,  as  evidenced  by  large  masses 

oi  granulations  and  polypi; 

(5)  Marked  stenosis  of  the  auditory  canal. 
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34.  All  the  cases  after  discharge  from  the  Clinic  as  cured  have  Pc ia 
been  re-examined  at  intervals  in  order  to  test  the  permanency  of  the 
cure.  Altogether  241  cases  which  had  been  discharged  as  cured  for 
a  period  of  over  12  months  were  examined,  and  the  following  table 
shews  the  results  of  these  examinations.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note 
that  very  few  of  the  cases  had  relapsed ;  the  longer  a  case  continues 
without  any  relapse  the  less  is  the  likelihood  of  a  relapse  occurring. 


Tabic  4. 

Cases  discharged  as  cured  in  1925  or  1926. 


After  12-18 
months. 

After  18-24 
months. 

Over  24 
months. 

Total. 

Ears  remaining  dry  throughout 

95 

69 

45 

209 

Relapsed  and  again  treated 

17 

12 

3 

32 

Totals 

112 

81 

48 

241 

Left  school,  untraced  ... 

— 

— 

— 

27 

35.  Of  the  32  cases  which  relapsed,  only  4  were  cases  of  uncom-  R  psi 
plicated  chronic  tympanic  sepsis,  the  remaining  relapses  occurred 

in  cases  in  w'hich  the  following  complications  were  present, 
rhinitis  15,  granulations  4,  untreated  tonsils  and  adenoids  3, 
polypi  3,  attic  disease  2,  mastoid  trouble  1. 

36.  Of  the  542  cases  treated,  222  were  cases  of  simple  tympanic 
sepsis  w  ithout  complications,  most  of  these  being  cured  after  one 
visit  to  the  clinic.  The  tympanic  sepsis  was  associated  with 
simple  complications,  such  as  granulations,  polypi,  nasal  infection 
and  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  in  about  37  per  cent,  of  the 
cases,  the  ears  being  ionized  after  treatment  of  the  complications ; 

66  per  cent,  of  these  cases  were  cured.  About  6  per  cent,  of  the 
cases  weie  found  to  be  unsuitable  for  Ionisation  as  they  were 
complicated  by  bone  disease  and  they  were  recommended  for 
operation.  Statistical  details  of  the  cases  treated  are  shewn  in 
the  accompanying  table. 
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Tabic  5. 

Return  of  Cases  of  Suppurative  Otitis  Media  Treated  by  Ionisation 

during  1927. 


Causes  of  Suppuration. 

Total. 

Cured. 

Left 

School 

Referred 

for 

other 

treatment. 

Still 
under 
Treatment 
on  31.12.27 

CHRONIC  SUPPURATIVE  OTITIS  MEDIA. 

.  Tympanic  conditions  solely  : — 

(a)  Tympanic  Sepsis  . 

222 

209 

13 

(b)  Tyro.  Sep.  Granulations  ... 

93 

04 

g 

8 

13 

(c)  do.  -j-  Polypi 

17 

7 

1 

4 

5 

(d)  do.  +  Caries  ... 

28 

2 

2 

13 

11 

(e)  do.  -f-  Cholesteatoma 

3 

3 

I.  Tympanic  conditions  combined  with  : — 

*(a)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

61 

*30 

4 

15 

o 

(b)  Nasal  Conditions 

41 

f33 

8 

II.  Tympanic  conditions  combined  with  : — 

(a)  Attic  Disease  ... 

18 

7 

i 

7 

(b)  Mastoid  Disease  : 

O 

(l)  No  Operation  ... 

20 

2 

i 

g 

g 

(2)  Post  Operation ... 

11 

5 

i 

2 

3 

V.  Tympanic  conditions  combined  with  : — 

(a)  External  Otitis 

19 

16 

(b)  Stricture  of  Meatus  . 

6 

2 

— 

— 

4 

.  External  Otitis  . 

13 

11 

— 

— 

2 

Totals  . 

542 

388 

18 

61 

75 

*  15  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  removed.  f  13  Diastolisation  treatment. 


d7.  This  form  of  treatment  has  by  arrangement  with  the  Health 
Committee  recently  been  made  available  for  the  pre-school  child  at 
the  Ionisation  Clinic;  this  is  a  valuable  co-operative  measure, 
since  many  of  the  school  children  suffering  from  this  disease 
developed  it  during  pre-school  life,  usually  after  an  attack  of 
measles  or  scarlet  fever. 

TONSILS  AND  ADENOIDS. 

38.  The  number  of  children  found  at  the  routine  examinations  to 
require  treatment  for  these  defects  was  744  (i.e.,  TG  per  cent.), 
a  slightly  higher  number  than  was  noted  during  the  four  previous 
years.  In  addition,  495  children  requiring  treatment  for  these 
defects  were  seen  as  special  cases. 
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In  484  instances,  children  who  were  found  with  moderately 
enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  were  referred  to  Mr.  Yorke,  the 
Committee’s  Surgeon,  for  his  opinion,  and  he  recommended 
operation  in  55'G  per  cent,  of  these  cases. 

39.  In  the  Annual  Report  for  1923,  it  was  mentioned  that  Chror  l 

.  .  Catar, 

Mr.  Courtenay  Yorke,  the  Committee’s  Surgeon,  considered  that 

great  care  and  discrimination  should  he  exercised  in  the  selection 

of  cases  for  operation  .  since  many  of  the  symptoms  usually 

associated  with  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  are  not  infrequently 

found  to  he  due  to  other  causes,  in  particular,  chronic  nasal 

catarrh.  This  unhealthy  condition  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 

nose  is  common  amongst  the  children  of  the  poor,  and  is  associated 

with  lowered  vitality  resulting  from  inadequate  food  and  clothing 

and  from  living  in  overcrowded  and  badly  ventilated  homes. 

Chronic  nasal  catarrh  is  often  unaccompanied  by  adenoids  or 
hypertrophy  of  the  tonsils,  but  even  if  some  slight  overgrowth  of 
fhese  lymphatic  tissues  be  present,  the  enlargement  is  probably 
secondary  to  the  nasal  catarrh,  and  operation,  under  such  circum¬ 
stances,  would  be  of  no  value.  Experience  at  the  Clinic  shews  that 
mouth  breathing  and  deafness  are  quite  as  frequently  due  to  chronic 
nasal  catarrh  unaccompanied  by  adenoids  as  to  the  presence  of 
adenoids. 

40.  For  the  past  two  years  a  good  deal  of  attention  has  been  Dia;  is 
given  to  this  subject  in  France,  particularly  by  certain  specialists  in 
Paris,  who  reported  that  they  came  across  a  considerable  number 

of  children  suffering  from  anaemia,  mouth  breathing,  diminished 
chest  capacity,  nervousness  arrd  backwardness,  symptoms  which 
in  these  children  were  not  due  to  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids, 
though  such  symptoms  are  frequently  caused  by  these  conditions. 

In  many  of  the  cases  in  question  the  symptoms  were  attributable 
to  nasal  obstruction  due  to  congestion  in  the  nasal  passages, 
and  for  the  remedy  of  this  condition  the  specialists  have 
introduced  a  method  known  as  Diastolisation,  which  consists  of 
massaging  the  unhealthy  nasal  passages  by  means  of  inflatable  soft 
rubber  bougies.  As  great  claims  of  success  for  this  method  of 
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treatment  lave  been  made  by  the  French  Authorities,  it  was 

decided  to  Rive  this  treatment  a  trial  at  the  Aural  Clinic,  and  in  the 

ew  eases  that  have  so  far  been  treated  considerable  improvement 
lias  resulted. 

41  Before  an  operation  at  the  Clinic  for  enlarged  tonsils 
01  a  enoids  is  decided  upon,  the  parents  are  interviewed 
by  the  Surgeon  and  a  careful  investigation  is  made  into  the 
symptoms  complained  of  and  the  general  health  of  the  child  The 
routine  haphazard  scraping  of  the  naso-pharynx  after  the  removal 

°  '™SI.1S  “  Tery  Str0"»"ly  deprecated  at  the  Clinic,  both  on  account 
of  the  immediate  danger  of  middle  ear  suppuration  and  the  more 

remote  danger  of  chonic  naso-pharyngitis  from  impaired  function 
ot  the  mucous  membrane. 

42.  The  Clinic  was  opened  on  104  occasions  and,  although  only 
beds  were  available,  an  average  of  114  cases  were  treated  per 
session  The  total  number  of  cases  treated  was  1,184,  which  was 
a  considerable  increase  on  the  number  treated  the  previous  year,  and 
rvas  with  the  exception  of  1921  the  largest  number  treated  during 
any  year  since  the  opening  of  the  Clinic  in  1910.  Despite  the  fac”t 
that  a  much  larger  number  of  cases  were  operated  upon  in  1927 

the  list  of  cases  awaiting  operation  is  still  very  considerable  The 
operations  were  as  follows 

Tonsils  onlv 

y  . -  ...  743 

Adenoids  only 

_  .  *  .  .  ...  135 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  .  .  3()G 


Total 


1,184 


The  anaesthetic  us,d  in  every  ease  was  nitrous  oxide  gas,  which 
has  been  employed  exclusively  since  the  inception  of  the  Clinic 
en  years  ago,  and  without  the  slightest  mishap. 
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43.  In  about.  12  per  cent,  of  the  cases  haemorrhage  occurred  after 
operation,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  apply  the  tonsil  clamp, 
which  was  eflec.tive  in  every  instance,  though  sometimes  it  was 
necessary  to  leave  it  on  for  several  hours,  and  occasionally  to 
re-apply  it.  These  cases  were  subsequently  followed  up  at  the 
homes,  3GS  visits  being  paid  during  the  year  for  this  purpose. 

In  eight  cases  in  which  the  tonsils  had  been  removed  haemorrhage 
occurred  some  days  after  discharge  from  the  Clinic,  three  of  these 
cases  being  re-admitted  to  the  Clinic  and  retained  for  one  further 
night,  three  others  admitted  to  Hospital  and  the  remaining  two 
treated  at  home  by  the  family  doctor. 

MINOR  AILMENTS. 

44.  During  the  year,  20,017  cases  were  treated  at  the  Minor 
Ailments  Clinics.  The  number  of  cases  treated  annually  has  steadily 
increased  since  1915  when  the  first  Clinics  were  opened.  The 
increasing  number  of  cases  is,  in  all  probability,  due  to  the  fact 
that  fuller  use  is  being  made  of  the  facilities  provided,  and  not  to 
any  actual  increase  in  the  number  of  minor  ailments. 

There  can  be  no  question  but  that  these  Clinics,  by  providing 
regular  and  skilled  treatment,  prevent  many  cases  from  becoming 
more  serious.  Moreover,  they  undoubtedly  secure,  in  many 
instances,  an  earlier  return  to  school  in  the  case  of  absentees. 

The  cases  treated  at  the  Clinics  comprised  impetigo  and  septic 
sores,  minor  injuries,  etc.,  these  ailments  accounting  for  more  than 
half  the  cases,  the  remainder  consisted  of  certain  skin  conditions, 
discharging  ears,  and  external  eye  diseases. 

4-'}.  The  average  daily  attendance  at  each  of  the  Clinics  is  shewn  Nurer 
at  the  foot  of  the  accompanying  table,  but  the  numbers  attending  cliD  \ 
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fluctuated  very  considerably  from  time  to  time,  tlie  maximum 
attendances  being,  in  some  instances,  more  than  double  the 
average  daily  attendance  for  the  year;  the  following  were  the 
highest  maximum  attendances: — North  Corporation  Clinic  504 
(average  attendance  208),  St.  Dunstan’s  Clinic  257  (average 
attendance  122),  St.  Gabriel’s  Clinic  3GG  (average  attendance  194), 
Erskine  Street  Clinic  327  (average  attendance  ICG).  When  these 
variations  in  attendance  are  taken  into  consideration  it  will  be 
appreciated  how  difficult  a  matter  it  is  to  arrange  that  the  children 
should  be  treated  immediately  on  their  arrival  at  the  Clinic,  though 
every  eflort  is  made  to  minimise  any  delay  by  carefully  arranging 
the  time-table  for  the  attendances  of  the  children  from  the  different 
schools. 

The  attendances  on  Saturdays  were  very  small,  being  only  about 
one-tenth  of  those  on  school  days. 

Altogether  298, G89  attendances  were  made  during  the  year,  the 
average  number  of  attendances  per  child  being  14'9. 

The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  defects  treated  and  the 
average  daily  attendances  at  the  various  Clinics: — 


Table  6. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Defects  Treated  at  Minor  Ailments  Clinics  and  the  Average  Daily  Attendance 

at  each  Clinic. 
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ringworm. 

4G.  The  number  of  cases  of  Bin«nvonn  of  tl,«  a  i 

I  ^<vh;'dri  rrM  to  t]K  «-'•••”■  ;;:r 

■  °  "  h;cK  nftor  '"ve.tig.tion  by  the  School  Medical  Officer,  .10 

i  Z0,  r“°  W  ri”S'rorm-  T1-“  "ere  thus  208  actual  cases  of 

I  4 n  ^n(i4sr  Unu  11,0  yCr’  compare(1  wit]l  290  in  1920  and  420, 

11  and  480  m  the  preceding  three  years.  The  reported  cases  are 

-  a  mined  as  soon  as  possible  at  various  centres  in  the  Citv  1 

certain  of  the  School  Medical  Officers  ,„o  have  h!  d  pec  1 

*PCTT°  "  \  "°rk’  t,le  cases  b ^  re-examined  at  fj.uent 

ervas  in  order  that  they  may  be  re-admitted  to  school  as  soon 
as  a  cure  has  been  effected. 

l“C“C'  N  rThe  X'Bay  tre“tn.ent  of  the  disease  has  been  continued  at 
Aorth  Corporation  Treatment  Centre,  the  Clinic  being  opened  on  40 
cessions  and  165  new  cases  treated.  The  Clinic  had  to  be  closed 
.  j  temporarily  m  November  owing  to  the  regretted  death  of  Dr  Oram 
who  had  been  in  charge  of  the  Clinic  since  its  opening  in  1913' 
is  temporary  closure  of  the  Clinic  accounts  for  a  sli-htlv  smaller 
number  of  eases  being  treated  than  in  the  previous  year.  Arran-e- 

■■.onts  have  been  made  for  the  re-opening  „f  the  Clinic  early  in  tt 
new  year.  111  l[1G 

t  -  f /"  Marf  •  a  new  an<1  "P-to-date  apparatus  was  installed  It 
S  satisfactory  to  report  that  there  has  for  some  years  been  a  gradual 

increasing  proportion  of  parents  availing  themselves  of  thl 
of  treatment.  '  momsenes  ot  this  form 

iacidene^ofTeT n‘Vine  **  ^  tb°  »  «» 

of  the  disease  amongst  the  school  children  since  1915 

,  wo  year,  after  the  Clinic  was  opened,  and  the  gradual  increase  in 

»C  propoition  of  these  cases  treated  at  the  Clinic. 

I  . ,  Tl'°  n';ml;0ir  of  casc“  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
compared  with  283,  201,  262,  217,  179,  and  130  for  the  year 
1  1-20  respectively.  These  figures  afford  additional  evidene 
that  the  disease  is  gradually  becoming  less  prevalent  .  in 
|  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  treatment  by  means  ‘of  X-lZya  Zs 


Ringworm  of  the  Seal]). 
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contributed  considerably  towards  this  reduction  by  materially 
shortening  the  period  of  time  during  which  the  children  might 
convey  the  infection  to  others. 

51.  The  following  table  shews  in  percentages  the  duration  of  the 
cases  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  figures  for  the  three 
preceding  years  being  also  given  for  the  purpose  of  comparison. 


Table  7. 


Duration. 

1924. 

1925. 

1926. 

1927. 

Under  3  months  . 

33-3 

24-4 

32-5 

31-7 

3  to  6  months  . 

34-9 

27-4 

30-6 

'35-6 

6  to  9  months  . 

175 

23-8 

16-2 

11-5 

9  to  12  months  . 

5-8 

11-3 

7-2 

8-7  ‘ 

12  to  18  months 

5-8 

4-8 

6-3 

7-7 

Over  18  months  . 

2-7 

8-3 

7-2 

4-8 

1000 

1000 

1000 

1000 

SCABIES. 

52.  There  has,  in  recent  years,  been  a  marked  decline  in  the 
number  of  children  reported  as  suffering  from  this  disease,  the 
figures  for  the  year  being  101  as  compared  with  17G  in  192G,  252  in 
1925,  449  in  1925,  and  898  in  1921.  It  was  only  found  necessary 
during  the  year  to  make  use  of  the  special  facilities  for  treatment  at 
Beacon  Street  Cleansing  Station  for  9  cases. 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

58.  The  following  Table  shews  the  work  carried  out  for  the 
Public  Elementary  School  children  under  the  Dental  Scheme  during 
the  year,  as  compared  with  the  two  previous  years: — 
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Table  8. 


Number  of  children  examinod  in  School 
Number  of  children  requiring  treatment 

•  Number  of  oases  accepting  treatment 
under  the  Dental  Scheme 

Number  of  oases  treated  ... 

Number  of  Schools  visited 


1925. 

1920. 

1927. 

53.4GS 

04,588 

65,111 

42,308 
(79  2%) 

47,197 
(73  07%) 

47,999 

(73-7%) 

13,294 

(31%) 

14,017 

(31%) 

15,474 

(32%) 

12,401 

14,730 

13,780 

80 

100 

100 

o  .  J  he  proportion  of  parents  accepting  treatment  was  only 
Pei'  Cent-’  wll,cll>  although  a  small  increase  over  the  previous 
year  compares  very  unfavourably  with  the  figure  of  55  per  cent 

fm  the  whole  country,  quoted  by  Sir  George  Newman  in  his  Annual 
Keport  for  192G. 


55.  lable  9  shews  the  percentages  of  the  children  examined  at 
each  age  group  found  to  require  treatment.  Conservative  treatment 
foi  children  usually  becomes  necessary  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
seven  when,  m  neglected  cases,  the  early  permanent  teeth  first 
egin  to  decay.  The  Table  shews  the  benefit  of  regular  treatment 
a  progressive  decline  in  the  percentage  of  children  requiring 
treatment  being  noted  in  the  older  age  groups 


Table  9. 


— 

—  ■  - - - 

Age. 

Percentage  requiring 
treatment. 

Age. 

Percentage  requiiing 
treatment. 

6 

74-8 

10 

72-3 

7 

78-9 

11 

68-6 

8 

78-1 

12 

08-3 

9 

75-1 

13 

67-7 

Average 


73-2 
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5G.  Addition;)]  evidence  of  the  benefits  of  regular  treatment  is 
afforded  hy  the  fact  that  schools  that  have  in  the  past  shewn  a 
highci  proportion  of  children  treated  also  shew  a  smaller  percentage 
ot  children  requiring  treatment  in  subsequent  years.  A  comparison 
is  given  between  two  groups  of  schools,  which  illustrates  this 
point. 

Gnour  I.  Gnour  II. 

Average  proportion  of  cases  treated 

for  last  3  years  ...  '  .  157%  511% 

Proportion  of  the  children  examined 
who  were  found  to  require  treat¬ 
ment  at  last  inspection  ...  ...  82' 7%  G71% 

Furthermore,  the  average  amount  of  treatment  required  per 
child  is  far  less  in  the  case  of  those  children  who  have  been  under 
regular  treatment,  when  compared  with  those  in  whom  dental 
treatment  has  been  neglected. 

57.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Committee  decided  toRc-gai 
replace  the  five  part-time  Dentists  by  three  whole-time  Officers, t,otIS 
which  brought  the  staff  up  to  a  total  of  five.  An  arrangement  was 
also  made  between  the  Industrial  and  Special  Schools  Sub¬ 
committee  and  the  School  Medical  Sub-Committee,  whereby  the 
dental  inspection  and  treatment  of  the  children  in  the  Industrial 

and  Special  Schools  should,  as  from  the  1st  August,  be  carried  out 
by  this  whole-time  Dental  Staff. 

• 

58.  Although  extra  age  groups  were  dealt  with  at  eleven  of  the 
1U0  schools  on  the  dental  list,  it  was  not  found  possible  to  include 
any  additional  schools  under  the  scheme  of  treatment. 

Provision  for  dental  treatment  is  urgently  required  in  many  of 
the  remaining  Elementary  Schools,  particularly  in  the  Garston  and 
Woolton  areas. 

o9.  Propaganda  work  has  been  continued,  and  as  much 
.  advantage  as  possible  has  been  taken  of  the  opportunities  readily 
offered  by  the  Head  leachers  for  talks  to  be  given  to  the  children 
on  Dental  Hygiene.  Lantorn  lectures,  to  which  parents  were 


invited,  lnive  also  been  .  liven'd  in  two  schools  and 
improvement  in  (he  nnnv  -co  of  acceptances  at  these 
schools  has  been  noted. 


a  marked 
particular 


EXTERNAL  EYE  DISEASES. 

CO.  Under  this  heading  are  included  Blepharitis,  Conjunctivitis, 
Keratitis  and  Corneal  t  leers.  There  were  520  cases  (or  T1  per 
cent.)  discovered  at  the  routine  examinations,  one-half  of  which 
were  suffering  from  Blepharitis.  In  addition  275  cases  were  also 
seen  as  special  eases.  Many  of  these  defects,  particularly 
Blepharitis,  are  chronic  when  first  discovered;  a  large  number  of 
these  commenced  during  pre-school  life,  most  frequently  as  a 
sequela  of  an  attack  of  Measles. 

DEFECTIVE  VISION. 

61.  The  number  of  children  with  defective  vision  found  at  the 
routine  examinations  of  th«  intermediates  and  leavers  was  5,525, 
or  203  per  cent.  Half  of  these  cases  were  previously  known  to 
the  department,  the  majority  of  these  having  already  been  supplied 
with  glasses.  The  routine  testing  of  the  vision  is  not  carried  out 
in  the  case  of  the  entrants,  but  624  of  them  were  found  to  have 
defective  vision,  attention  having  been  drawn  to  the  defect  in 
81  per  cent,  of  these  cases  by  the  presence  of  squint. 

In  addition  to  tho  routine  cases  4,632  were  seen  as  Special  Cases, 
and  of  this  number  3,564  (or  70'8  per  cent.)  were  already  known  to 
the  department,  but  were  examined  regarding  the  suitability  of 
their  glasses,  or  because  they  were  not  wearing  their  glasss  for 
various  reasons. 


62.  The  number  of  new  cases  treated  under  the  Committee’s 
scheme  was  3,111,  as  compared  with  2,674  in  1926  and  3,333  in 
1925,  whilst  106  children  were  treated  privately  or  at  the  Hospitals. 
The  number  re-examined  at.  the  Clinics  was  2,327. 

63.  At  the  re-inspections  of  tho  schools,  11,409  children,  who 
had  been  provided  with  glasses,  wore  seen,  and  of  these  3,842,  or 
33  per  cent.,  wore  found  not  to  bo  wearing  them,  which  is  tho  same 
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proportion  us  recorded  in  the  two  previous  years.  The  fact  that 
so  many  children  do  not  regularly  wear  the  glasses  provided 
implies  that  these  defective-sighted  children  are  not  deriving  the 
maximum  benefit  from  the  education  provided,  and  that  the 
Committee  axe  not  obtaining  full  value  for  the  money  expended  on 
this  scheme. 

G4.  Dr.  f  jivsey,  the  Committee’s  Oculist,  reports  that  the  work 
of  the  various  Defective  'Vision  Clinics  has  continued  smoothly  and 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  year.  Some  adjustments  have  been 
made  in  their  working,  as  to  times  of  attendance  of  the  children, 
etc.,  which  conduce  to  the  saving  of  time  to  the  parents  and 
children,  and  to  the  general  convenience  of  all  concerned  in  the 
work.  The  value  of  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinics  in  the  prevention 
of  serious  eye  conditions  by  the  early  and  thorough  treatment  of 
predisposing  causes  is  marked,  and  such  severe  inflammatory  cases 
are  now  seen  very  infrequently.  The  great  need  for  the  early 
treatment  of  squint  persists,  and  the  Health  Committee’s  scheme 
for  the  treatment  of  cases  amongst  pre-school  children  should  result 
in  the  saving  of  vision  in  many  cases. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

65.  At  the  routine  inspections,  1  definite  and  2  doubtful  cases  of 
phthisis  were  discovered,  and  in  addition,  58  cases  of  tuberculous 
glands  and  120  cases  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis,  a  total  of  100 
cases,  or  042  per  cent,  of  the  routine  cases. 

There  were  also  examined  at  the  Inspection  Clinics,  or  as  special 
cases  at  the  schools,  78  definite  or  suspected  pulmonary  cases  and 
147  other  forms  of  tuberculosis. 

66.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  total  number  of  children  of  school  Numri 
age  known  to  the  department  to  bo  suffering  from  active  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  was  -.>08,  whilst  the  non-pulmonary  cases  numbered 
292.  Of  the  363  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  177  were  in  - 
institutions,  chiefly  Fazakerloy  and  Highficld  Sanatoria,  where 
special  open-air  classes  were  arranged  for  those  children  whoso 
state  of  health  permitted. 
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07.  The  School  Medical  ami  Tuberculoma  Dcuulu.cul-  w  in 
constant  intcr-co.nmunication  with  reference  l„  cases  or  , 

cases  ot  tuberculosis,  tbe  latter  department  securing  for  the  definite 
cases  w  hatever  treatment  may  be  necessary,  whilst  the  School 
Med, cal  Department  undertakes  the  necessary  treatment  for  such 
defects  as  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  or  defective  teeth,  when 
adrused  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officers.  The  number  of  references  to 
the  Tuberculosis  Department  was  205,  whilst  the  Tuberculosis 
Department  supplied  information  with  reference  to  2,275  school 
children  who  had  been  reported  from  various  sources  as  possible 
cases  of  tuberculosis,  but  the  majority  of  these,  however,  proved  to 
be  non-tubcrculous.  Of  the  2,275  references  received,  1,158  were 
new  cases,  of  which  075  were  noil-tuberculous. 

t  68.  Dr.  Itundle,  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Fazakerley 
Sanatorium,  reports  that  the  general  principles  and  routine  of 
treatment  observed  at  the  Institution  during  1927  have  not  varied 
materially  from  those  of  the  previous  year. 

69.  Twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  children  admitted  have  been 
found  to  have  tubercle  bacilli  in  their  sputum,  a  condition  present 
not  only  in  cases  of  well-marked  clinical  disease,  hut  prevalent  to 
an  unusual  degree  in  some  children  with  limited  clinical  mani¬ 
festations  and  good  general  physique.  In  a  few  instances  the 
general  progress  and  clinical  course  of  the  disease  have  closely 
resembled  the  adult  type.  Sixteen  per  cent,  of  the  children  at 
present  under  treatment  have  suffered  from  haemoptysis. 

70.  Previous  reports  have  not  made  reference  to  the  dental  work 
carried  out  in  connection  with  the  Sanatorium  children.  In  view 

of  the  number  of  patients  aged  between  5  and  10  years  this  subject 
deserves  attention. 

At  a  recent  census  the  following  defects  were  charted  in  a  total 
of  57  children  : — 
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Age. 

Number. 

Caries 

present. 

Fillings 

required. 

Extra  ctions 
necessary 

Mal¬ 

position. 

Denture 

perfect. 

Under  7  ... 

19 

17 

74 

20 

1 

1 

7-10 

10 

9 

26 

13 

— 

1 

Over  10  ... 

28 

21 

80 

20 

3 

4 

Hitherto  emergency  dental  work  only  has  been  possible,  but  it 
is  contemplated  that  the  sendees  of  the  Visiting  Dentist  will  be 
more  generally  available  for  “  repair  ”  work  during  the  ensuing 
year. 

71.  The  services  of  a  Throat,  Nose  and  Ear  Specialist  at  this 
Institution  have  recently  been  approved  by  the  Committee. 
Approximately  20  per  cent,  of  the  children  present  had  enlarged 
tonsils  and  adenoids  requiring  operative  interference,  and  arrange¬ 
ments  will  be  made  for  these  and  similar  cases  to  be  dealt  with  by 
the  Specialist  during  the  coming  year. 

72.  The  average  daily  number  of  children  receiving  instruction  Fa?  Ml 

iii'ii  i  o  .  Sanori 

in  the  school  attached  to  the  Sanatorium  for  the  year  was  GO, 

classified  as  follows  : — 

Pulmonary  cases  with  negative  sputum  ...  43 

Pulmonary  cases  with  positive  sputum  ...  15 

Non-pulmonary  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

The  proportion  of  children  physically  able  to  attend  school  has 
been  low  throughout  the  year.  The  children,  who  have  been 
confined  to  their  beds  have,  as  in  previous  years,  received  the 
attentions  of  an  Assistant  Teacher,  but  the  circumstances  have  in 
many  instances  made  consecutive  education  difficult,  or  impossible. 

73.  The  following  remarks  are  submitted  by  the  Head  Teacher: 

“  Eighty-nine  scholars  received  lessons  (in  both  wards  and 
“  schoolroom).  Thirty-six  children  have  been  discharged  and 
“  2  are  deceased,  leaving  51  at  present  on  the  roll. 
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Hild 

arium. 

I 

I 


11ns  .year,  owing  to  the  rainy  summer,  pupils  have  only 
been  able  to  spend  curtailed  periods  of  instruction  and  rest 
out  of  doors.  Attendances  in  the  school  building  this 
autumn  have  diminished  to  almost  50  per  cent,  of  those  of 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  This  decrease  is 
attributable  to  the  greater  physical  disability  of  the  scholars, 
an  increased  number  having  to  receive  lessons  in  their  own 
ward.  lessons  in  the  morning  are  mainly  devoted  to  the 
three  ‘  It’s  ',  and,  whenever  possible,  are  co-ordinated  with 
the  handiwork  lesson.  Afternoon  lessons  include  handiwork 
(leather-work,  and  raffia  basketry),  sewing,  and  cookery. 
In  connection  with  the  latter,  6  girls  out  of  the  12  receiving 
instruction  have  completed  the  year’s  course.  Musical 
appreciation  is  taught  the  scholars  whenever  possible.  A 
concert  taking  the  form  of  a  simple  operetta  was  presented 
during  the  month  of  December.” 


74.  Dr.  Macintyre,  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  Highfield 
Sanatorium,  reports  as  follows : — 

The  school  continues  to  serve  a  useful  purpose  in  enabling 
“  a  number  of  delicate  and  backward  children  to  recover 
“  ground  which  had  been  lost  educationally  through  illness. 
“  Of  necessity,  the  main  object  has  been  to  revive  a  knowledge 
“of  the  basic  subjects,  but  in  addition,  an  endeavour  is  made 
“4o  instil  a  desire  for  self-advancement.  The  improvement 
“  shewn  in  the  alertness,  self-confidence  and  general  tone  of  the 
“  children  is  very  evident,  and  cannot  fail  to  have  an  important 
“  bearing  on  the  ultimate  results  of  treatment,  and  possibly 
“  on  their  after-life.  As  regards  special  subjects,  Dancing 
“  (Burhythmic,  Country,  and  National  dances),  and  Singing 
“  have  figured  rather  more  largely  during  the  course  of  the 
“  past  year.  Sewing  and  knitting  on  the  girls’  side  have,  as 
“  usual,  been  a’ prominent  feature,  and  some  of  the  senior  girls 
“  have  proved  adept  at  cutting-out  the  school  dresses  which 
“  are  always  made  by  the  pupils  of  the  school. 
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Dining  the  year,  tho  average  number  on  the  school 
“roll  was  44,  and  the  average  attendance  38.  New  pupils 
“  numbered  29.” 

STAMMERING. 

75.  At  the  routine  medical  examinations  211  children  suffering 
from  this  defect  were  discovered,  and  in  approximately  one-half  of 
this  number  the  defect  was  of  moderate  or  severe  degree;  in 
addition  to  this  number,  107  children  were  also  presented  as  special 
cases  for  examination  by  the  doctors. 

76.  In  the  report  for  1926  attention  was  drawn  to  the  need  forciaslo. 
special  remedial  treatment  for  stammering  children,  of  whom  it  was  Stane 
estimated  there  were  approximately  600  attending  Public  Elemen¬ 
tary  Schools.  This  matter  was  considered  by  the  Elementary 
Schools  Management  Sub-Committee,  who  appointed  a  part-time 
teacher,  with  considerable  experience  in  the  treatment  of  this 
defect.  This  teacher  commenced  her  duties  in  August,  temporary 
accommodation  having  been  secured  in  the  Central  Technical 
School,  Byrom  Street.  Subsequently  a  permanent  room  was  found 

at  the  North  Corporation  School,  Bevington  Bush.  Each  class  is 
limited  to  10  m  number,  the  children  being  required  to  attend 
for  one  hour  on  two  occasions  per  week.  The  number  of  children 
on  the  roll  is  80,  the  duration  of  treatment  necessary  varying 
considerably,  as  it  depends  upon  numerous  factors,  such  as  the 
child’s  intelligence  and  interest,  parental  co-operation,  etc.,  but 
generally  speaking,  treatment  is  advisable  for  a  period  of  about 
six  months.  Before  admission  to  the  class,  the  children  are 
examined  by  one  of  the  School  Medical  Officers,  and  the  parents 
advised  as  to  the  remedy  of  any  physical  defects  present,  and  again 
before  discharge  from  the  class  they  are  re-examined  by  the 
Medical  Officer,  on  whose  recommendation  they  are  permitted  to 
leave  the  class. 
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”■  The  p!"'en,s  nr<!  S'von  >*y  Hi-  teacher  full  instructions  as  to 
exercises  which  the  children  should  carry  cut  at  home,  and  advice 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  can  co-operate  with  the  teacher 
duttng;  the  course  of  treat,,, ent.  When  the  parents  carry  out  the 
advice  given,  it  has  been  noticed  that  the  improvement  in  speech 
ts  much  more  rapid;  unfortunately,  however,  it  is  found  that  only 
a  small  proportion  of  the  parents  do  assist,  the  impression  amongst 
some  of  these  parents  being  that  the  stammering  can  he  “knocked 
out  of  them."  This  lack  of  co-operation  is  a  distinct  handicap  in 
the  cure  of  the  defect,  for  the  children  need  all  the  help  and 
encouragement  possible  during  the  re-modelling  of  their  speech, 
a  process  wh,ch  imposes  a  greater  strain  on  the  child  than  is 
usually  appreciated.  The  method  adopted  is  that  used  in  the 

Speech  Clinic  at  St.  Thomas’  Hospital,  where  the  teacher  received 
her  special  training. 

.78.  One  hundred  and  two  children  had  attended  the  classes  up 
to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  of  this  number  19  had  been  discharged 
as  cured  before  the  end  of  the  year.  The  cases  after  their  discharge 
are  kept  under  observation,  so  that  any  shewing  signs  of  relapse 
may  be  given  a  further  course  of  treatment. 

VACCINATION. 

79.  The  following  table  shews  the  proportions  of  vaccinated  and 
unvaccinated  ehtldren  in  the  l-ublic  Elementary  Schools,  and  the 

relative  degree  of  immunity  of  those  vaccinated  as  evidenced  by 
the  number  of  marks  present. 

The  observations  were  made  at  the  routine  examinations  of  the 

entrants,  mtermediates,  and  leavers.  The  total  percentage  of 

unvacetnated  children  is  18  4,  which  compares  unfavourably  with 

the  total  percentage  of  unvaccinated  children  in  the  Higher 
Schools,  viz.,  9  6. 


Table  10, 


Code  Group. 

Number 
ex  (mined. 

Vaccinated. 

Not 

Vaccinated 

One 

mark. 

Two 

marks. 

Three 

marks. 

Four 

marks. 

Total. 

Entrants  ... 

17,466 

19-9% 

100% 

50% 

44  0% 

78-9% 

211% 

Intermediates 

11,407 

22  0% 

99% 

4'9% 

45-1% 

8l;9% 

181% 

Leaveis  ... 

14,070 

20-2% 

9-3% 

4-6% 

507% 

848% 

15-2% 

Total . 

42,943 

20-6% 

97% 

4'8% 

465% 

816% 

184% 

UNCLEANLINESS. 

SO.  At  the  routine  ex  a  m  illations  19'S  per  cent,  of  the  girls  and 
5-8  per  cent,  of  the  boys  were  found  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  have 
veiminous  heads,  whilst  the  bodies  and  clothing  were  infected  in 
125  per  cent,  of  the  boys  and  0  84  per  cent,  of  the  girls.  During 
the  twelve  months  under  consideration  the  Health  Visitors  made 
altogether  181,943  examinations  re  cleanliness,  and  in  12,891 
instances  the  children  were  found  to  be  verminous  or  very  dirty. 

81.  The  usual  procedure  adopted  in  such  cases  is  to  send  to  the 
Pment  a  punted  notice  drawing  attention  to  the  condition,  and 
giving  instructions  as  to  the  proper  method  of  remedying  the 
condition.  If  this  intimation  is  not  complied  with,  a  further  notice 
is  sent  drawing  attention  to  the  parents’  legal  obligation  to  cleanse 
their  children,  and  in  many  instances  visits  are  also  paid  to  the 
homes,  when  if  there  do  not  appear  to  be  the  requisite  facilities  for 
cleansing,  the  Health  Visitors  recommend  the  parents  to  take  the 
children  to  the  nearest  of  the  three  cleansing  stations.  In  920 
instances,  however,  these  steps  were  ineffective  and  it  was  found 
necessaiy  to  put  Section  4G0  of  the  Liverpool  Corporation  Act, 
1921,  into  operation,  statutory  notices  being  served  in  these 
cases.  This  Section  which  is  similar  to,  but  less  cumbersome  to 
work  than  Section  S7  of  the  Education  Act  of  1921,  requires  the 


Proi 
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parents  properly  to  cleanse  their  children  within  24  hours  &fter  the 
receipt  of  the  statutory  notice. 

Of  the  920  children  in  question  the  parents  complied  with 
this  notice  in  807  instances,  the  remaining  113  children  being 
compulsorily  cleansed  by  the  staff. 

82.  Legal  proceedings  were  taken  under  the  Section  against  the 


parents  in  respect  of  100  of  the  children  w 
cleansed,  with  the  following  result : — 

ho  had  been 

compulsorily 

Fines  varying  from  10s.  to  Is. 

...  38 

cases. 

Bound  over 

7 

9  9 

Discharged  with  a  caution 

...  40 

9  ) 

Withdrawn.  (3  after  adjournment) 

...  13 

9  9 

Dismissed 

2 

9  9 

83.  The  three  cleansing  stations  were  well  utilised  throughout 
the  year,  13,404  attendances  having  been  made  at  Beacon  Street, 
4,543  at  Mansfield  Street,  and  5,094  at  Smithdown  Lane;  whilst 
during  the  winter  months,  by  arrangement  with  the  Baths 
Committee,  12,085  attendances  were  made  by  school  children  at 
the  various  public  slipper  and  spray  baths.  Of  the  23,101 
attendances  at  the  cleansing  stations,  5,123  were  on  account  of 
verminous  conditions. 

EXCLUSIONS  FROM  SCHOOL. 

84.  The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  children  excluded 
from  school  by  the  Medical  Officers  in  the  course  of  their 
inspections,  or  at  the  various  treatment  Clinics,  and  the  defects  for 
which  they  were  excluded.  The  numbers  for  the  two  preceding 
years  are  also  given  for  comparison.  With  regard  to  the  numbers 
of  children  who  have  had  to  be  excluded  from  school  on  account  of 
gross  verminous  conditions  and  for  ailments  brought  about  largely 
by  conditions  of' ’ uncleanliness,  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  there 
has,  of  recent  years,  been  a  marked  reduction. 
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Tabic  11. 


Defect. 

1925 

1920 

1927 

272 

| 

242 

600 

Eye  diseases 

76 

143 

88 

Scabies  ... 

30 

Ringworm  of  body  ...  . 

107 

100 

157 

Ringworm  of  scalp 

248 

175 

169 

182 

213 

Other  skin  conditions  . 

97 

208 

296 

Infectious  diseases 

| 

9 

59 

39 

Pediculosis  . 

15 

Chest  conditions  (non-tuberculousl  ... 

31 

26 

12 

9 

13 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  . 

8 

12 

9 

Otorrhoea 

267 

298 

271 

Miscellaneous . 

.  U32 

1,498 

1,446 

Totals  . 

1 

1 

— - - - 

NOT  I  FIC  AT  I  UN  ur  - 

85  During  1927,  the  following  percentages  of  parents  attended 
the^routine  examinations,  in  the  case  of  the  Entrants  76  4  per  cent., 
!n  the  case  of  the  Intermediates  33  6  per  cent.,  but  the  percentage 
of  parents  attending  the  medical  examination  of  the  group  of 
Leavers  was  only  10'3.  Should  the  parents  not  he  present  at  th 
Lme  of  Me  examination  and  it  he  considered  particular  y  desuable 
to  discuss  the  health  of  their  children  with  them,  special  eftor  s 
made  to  secure  their  attendance  on  a  subsequent  occasion. 

TW  scheme  for  the  notification  to  parents  of  any  defects  found 
previous  Annual  Reports. 

The  rmoonr^  Ta^^ fhe  numhe:  of  noUces  giren 

llltas  considered  necessary,  the  numbers  for  1926  being  given 
for  comparison. 
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Table  13  gives  the  results  of  the  following-up  by  the  different 
agencies  undertaking  the  work. 


Table  12. 

Notification  to  Parents  re  Defects. 


Defects. 

First  Notices. 

Second 

Notices. 

Third  and 
subsequent 
Notices. 

Totals. 

1926 

1927 

1926 

1927 

1926 

1927 

1926 

- - 

1927 

efective  Vision  : — 

A.  — Untreated  cases  . 

B.  — Previously  treated  cases  : 

(i)  Glasses  lost,  broken,  or 

2,889 

2,850 

351 

318 

52 

46 

3,292 

3,214 

unsuitable . 

3,254 

3,478 

52 

22 

7 

1 

3,313 

3,501 

(iil  Glasses  not  being  nom  ... 

890 

1,117 

151 

143 

42 

30 

1,083 

1,290 

r«  conditions  . 

103 

66 

1 

4 

— 

104 

70 

ifective  Hearing  . 

16 

11 

— 

— 

_ 

_ _ 

16 

11 

orrhcea . 

60 

47 

3 

1 

— 

— 

63 

48 

her  Ear  conditions . 

36 

26 

3 

3 

— 

— 

39 

29 

ilarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ... 

1,167 

1,612 

99 

141 

14 

17 

1,280 

1,770 

>uth  Breathing  . 

fective  Teeth  : — 

630 

507 

70 

70 

19 

11 

719 

688 

A.— Referred  bv  School  Medical 

Officers . 

1,495 

1,053 

477 

221 

101 

99 

2,073 

1,373 

B--*- Referred  by  School  Dentists 

47,197 

47,999 

— 

— 

— 

— 

47,197 

47,999 

■  *mia  and  Malnutrition  . 

447 

271 

10 

4 

— 

— 

457 

275 

■  n  conditions  . 

141 

102 

3 

3 

— 

— 

144 

105 

1  )*t  . 

270 

214 

8 

7 

— 

— 

278 

221 

'ormities  . 

92 

93 

5 

2 

— 

— 

97 

95 

tier  defects  . 

855 

650 

40 

35 

4 

2 

899 

687 

Totale  . 

69,542 

60,096 

1,273 

974 

239 

206 

61,054 

61,276 

Table  13. 

Results  of  Following  Up. 
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Ira  S6.  In  addition  to  the  official  following-up  Agencies,  the  Child 
Welfare  Association  has  continued  to  render  very  valuable 
assistance  in  the  direction  of  securing  convalescent  treatment, 
surgical  treatment,  or  appliances,  and  providing  special  tonics  or 
extra  nourishment  for  children  requiring  such  treatment:  in  all, 
1,674  cases  were  referred  to  the  Association,  this  being  the  laigest 
number  ever  referred  during  a  year. 

INSPECTION  CLINICS. 

87.  In  addition  to  the  work  undertaken  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers  at  the  schools  and  at  the  treatment  clinics,  the  services  of 
the  doctors  were  utilised  in  the  examination  of  absentees,  children 
requiring  certificates  for  employment  and  certain  special  cases  at 
the  request  of  either  the  parents  or  the  teachers. 

These  examinations  are  conducted  mainly  on  Saturday  mornings 
and  during  school  holidays  at  “  Inspection  Clinics,”  which,  for  the 
convenience  of  parents,  are  held  at  18  centres  distributed  over  the 
City.  The  total  number  of  cases  examined  at  these  centres  during 
the  year  was  8,821,  of  which  5,069  examinations  were  made  at  the 
Central  Inspection  Clinic  at  the  Education  Office. 

88.  Arrangements  have  for  some  years  past  been  in  existence 
with  the  School  Attendance  and  Care  Department,  whereby  all 
children  absent  from  school  for  any  prolonged  period  are  examined 
by  the  School  Medical  Officers,  except  such  cases  as  are  known  to 
be  under  regular  medical  treatment  by  private  practitioners  or  at 
institutions,  unless,  as  is  sometimes  the  case,  the  parents  make 
special  request  for  their  children  to  be  examined  by  the  school 

doctors. 

The  following  Table  shews  the  defects  from  which  the  children, 
who  were  examined  with  regard  to  their  fitness  to  attend  school, 
were  suffering  along  with  the  total  number  of  examinations 

made. 
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Tabic  14. 


Examinations  of  Absentees. 


Defect. 


Ringworm  of  Scalp 
8oabiea  ... 

Other  skin  conditions . 

Eye  diseases 
Deafness  ... 

Ear  diseases  . 

Phthisis  and  (suspected)  Phthisis 
Other  chest  conditions ... 
Tuberculosis  other  than  Phthisis 
Injuries  and  other  Crippling  Defects 

Heart  . 

Rheumatism 

Ansomia  and  Debility  ... 

Nervous  conditions  ... 

Other  defects 

No  defeot  found 


Toi  a  i  s 


r 

Children 

e-admitted 

to  school. 

•No.  of  l 
examina¬ 
tions  of 
children 
not 

re-admitted 
to  school. 

Total 

Examina¬ 

tions. 

295 

804 

1,099 

156 

196 

352 

75 

89 

164 

45 

105 

160 

2 

3 

5 

10 

13 

23 

31 

122 

163 

89 

159 

248 

48 

105 

153 

39 

82 

121 

48 

200 

248 

36 

150 

186 

123 

333 

456 

73 

176 

249 

33 

102 

135 

.. 

to 

— 

10 

.. 

1,113 

2.639 

3,762 

.  Th.  «gu.»  i-tad.  «<  *h<  'hnd”"’ 

two  per  child. 


44 


infectious  diseases  amongst  school 

CHILDREN. 

S9.  The  com, non  Infection,  Disease,  were  somewhat  less  pre¬ 
valent  during  the  year,  3,740  cases  of  children  of  school  ago  being 
reported  as  against  11 ,523 ;  8,630 ;  11,941  ;  and  10,832  for  the  years 
1923  to  I92G  respectively.  Measles,  which  was  the  most  common, 
occurred  chiefly  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  altogether  3,801  cases 
heiug  reported.  Chicken-pox,  which  was  the  next  in  frequency, 
accounted  lor  2,000  cases.  An  outbreak  of  whooping  cough 

occurred  before  Christmas,  but  during  the  rest  of  the  year  there 
"ere  comparatively  few  cases. 


90.  Special  action  had  to  be  taken  on  account  of  infectious 
diseases  during  the  year  as  follow.  .-Infant.-  Departments  had  to 
he  closed  in  8  cases  for  Measles,  8  for  Whooping  Cough,  2  for 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  whilst  in  six  instances  it  was  found 
necessary  to  close  one  or  more  classes  only. 


91.  On  one  occasion,  the  exclusion  of  all  children  who  had  not 

previously  suffered  from  the  disease  was  found  practicable.  This 
procedure  is  not  always  feasible,  as  it  would  in  most  instances 
reduce  the  attendance  below  that  which  would  render  it  worth 
while  to  keep  the  school  open. 

1  92’  The  f"»uwing  tables  shew  the  number  of  cases  of  the 

common  infectious  diseases,  with  the  ages  of  the  children  affected, 
and  the  monthly  distribution  of  the  cases; _ 


Table  15 
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Tabfe  1G. 

SCHOOL  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


4(j 


534  j  490 
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93.  There  was  also  a  severe  epidemic  of  Influenza  during  tlio 
first  three  months  of  the  year  which  severely  affected  a  large 
number  of  school  children,  necessitating  during  February  and 
March  the  closure  of  32  Infants’  Departments,  the  whole  school  in 
10  instances,  and  some  sections  of  the  schools  in  5  cases. 

94.  Sixty-nine  cases  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  were  reported 
during  1927.  Of  this  number,  9  were  of  school  age  and  4  were 
under  5  years  old. 

Cases  of  misconduct  due  to  the  after-effects  of  Encephalitis 
continue  to  arise  from  time  to  time.  Two  boys  whose  conduct  was 
violent  and  indecorous  have  been  certified  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1927,  and  were  admitted  to  a  Residential 
Institution. 


SCHOOL  PREMISES. 

J}5.  The  School  Medical  Officers,  on  the  completion  of  their 
annual  routine  examinations  at  the  various  schools,  make  a  report 
on  the  condition  of  the  premises  with  regard  to  such  items  as  the 
efficiency  of  the  heating,  lighting,  ventilation,  etc.  When  con¬ 
sidered  necessary,  references  with  regard  to  the  defects  found  are 
made  to  the  appropriate  quarters. 

96.  Certain  improvements  have  been  carried  out  in  some  of  the 
schools  throughout  the  year.  These  improvements  may  be 
summarised  as  follows  : — 


Improvement  of  natural  lighting 

3  schools. 

ft 

,,  artificial  lighting 

•  •  7  „ 

y  y 

offices 

...  3  „ 

y  y 

,,  lavatory  basins 

...  2  „ 

y  y 

,,  classrooms 

...  9  ,, 

97.  The  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  visit  all  the  Public 
Elementary  Schools  every  fortnight  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
the  sanitary  arrangements  and  the  water  supply.  During  the  year, 
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199  defects  wore  discovered,  and  notices  relating  to  these  defects 
were  sent  to  the  Director  of  Education,  Corporation  Surveyor, 
the  Managers  of  the  schools. 


or 


HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 


98.  The  inspection  of  the  pupils  in  the  Higher  Schools,  which 
was  commenced  in  1920,  has  now  reached  its  full  development, 
and  all  the  pupils  attending  18  of  these  schools  are  regularly 
inspected.  These  schools  include  two  Girls’  and  two  Boys’ 
Voluntary  Schools,  in  the  case  of  which  the  Managers  requested 
the  Authority  to  arrange  for  the  medical  inspection. 


During  1927,  the  numbers  of  examinations  made  were  as 
follows:— 6,181  routines,  421  specials  and  6,020  re-inspections. 
The  proportion  of  pupils  requiring  treatment  found  at  the  routine 
examinations  was  18'4  per  cent.,  or  slightly  less  than  in  the 
previous  years,  defective  eyesight,  dental  defects  and  minor 
deformities  being  the  preponderating  defects  found. 


99.  After  the  parents  have  been  notified  of  any  defects  requiring 

!  treatment  the  Head  Teachers  keep  in  close  touch  with  them  in 
order,  when  necessary,  to  urge  treatment,  and  to  explain  to  them 
the  best  manner  in  which  this  can  be  obtained.  The  majority  of 
the  parents  carried  out  the  suggestions  of  the  Medical  Officers.. 

|| 

flhe  Clinics  provided  for  the  Elementary  School  children  are 
available  for  the  Higher  School  pupils  whose  parents  cannot  afford 
treatment  privately,  and  in  the  case  of  defective  vision  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made  with  certain  Oculists  to  see  pupils  at  a 
reduced  fee  if  the  parents  cannot  afford  the  full  fee.  The  majority 
of  the  parents,  however,  secure  tho  treatment  recommended  by  the 
School  Medical  Officers  from  their  own  private  practitioners. 

100.  A  high  proportion  of  the  pupils  have  healthy  mouths,  due 
in  many  cases  to  regular  visits  to  the  dentist,  the  condition  of  their 
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mouths  being  very  much  heller  than  that  of  (ho  Elementary  School 
children. 


K)l.  The  heights  and  weights  of  the  routine  cases  at  each  school 
have  been  recorded  by  the  gymnastic  instructor,  where  there  is 
such  an  official,  and  in  the  other  cases  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers,  and  the  following  table  shews  the  results  in  inches  and 
pounds.  The  Higher  School  pupils  are  taller  .and  heavier  than 
children  of  similar  ages  in  the  Elementary  Schools. 


Table  17. 


Age. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Number 

examined. 

Height. 

Weight. 

Number 

examined. 

Height. 

Weight. 

8 

35 

500 

51-2 

26 

49-0 

66-2 

9 

47 

61-0 

60-2 

32 

61-0 

61-5 

10 

60 

53-2 

66-1 

49 

53-4 

68-2 

11 

157 

54-9 

69-6 

90 

55-3 

74  0 

12 

468 

66-7 

76- 1 

317 

57-6 

S  -A-9. 

13 

577 

68-6 

83-6 

328 

59-6 

931 

14 

768 

60-8 

93-5 

325 

61-2 

104-0 

15 

644 

631 

105-2 

311 

62-2 

106-8 

BLIND,  DEAF,  DEFECTIVE,  AND  EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN. 

102.  The  Committee  have  not  established  a  school  for  the  blind,  Scot 
but  blind  children  are  educated  either  as  boarders  or  as  day*311 
scholars  at  the  following  schools,  viz. : _ 


School. 

Boarders. 

Day 

Scholars. 

Wavertree  School  for  the  Blind 

16 

11 

Catholic  Blind  Asylum,  Brunswick  Road 

17 

Sunshine  House,  Southport  . 

1 

Taught  privately . 

1 

— 

5  0 

^  10-3.  The  Defective  Vision  Classes  at  Birchfield  Road  and  Christ 
Church  Schools  have  continued  their  special  work  satisfactorily 
during  the  past  year.  Early  in  the  year  a  third  class  was  opened 
“t  St.  James’s  Council  School,  and  provides  accommodation  for 
children  living  at  the  south  end  of  the  City.  It  has  been  organised 
and  equipped  on  the  same  lines  as  the  original  classes  at  Birchfield 
Road,  which  have  worked  so  smoothly  and  efficiently  in  the  past. 
The  new  class  is  now  well  established,  and  assists  materially  to 
the  completion  of  the  scheme. 


104.  The  difficulty  and  possible  dangers  in  getting  defective- 
sighted  children  to  and  from  these  classes  are  sometimes  raised  as 
objections  by  parents  to  the  attendance  of  their  children.  The 
provision  of  the  additional  class  at  St.  James’s  School,  near  an 
important  tram  route  and  convenient  to  the  south  end  of  the  City, 
materially  reduces  these  objections,  and  the  further  provision  for 
some  children  of  conveyance  by  motor  to  and  from  the  class  is  much 
appreciated  by  the  parents. 

105.  The  objections  of  parents  to  the  Defective  Vision  Classes 
are  now  much  less  frequent  than  formerly,  and  these  objections 
can  generally  be  easily  overcome  by  explanation  as  to  the  nature 

and  objects  of  the  class  and  the  need  for  special  treatment  of  the 
children. 


10G.  The  general  arrangements  of  the  classes  have  continued, 
and  some  improvements  in  the  artificial  lighting  of  the  rooms  have 
been  carried  out.  The  arrangements  for  the  mid-day  meal  work 
well,  and  are  a  great  convenience  to  the  children.  '  The  ocular 
condition  of  each  child  is  carefully  considered,  and  modifications 
ol  the  restricted’  work  of  the  class  are  made  when  necessary.  The 
association  in  the  general  work  of  the  rest  of  the  school  is  distinctly 
advantageous  to  the  defective-sighted  children. 
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107.  The  parents  sometimes  raise  difficulties  about  their  children 
remaining  at  school  until  10  years  of  age,  as  they  do  not  always 
appreciate  that  extension  of  the  school  age  is  particularly  desirable 
for  such  handicapped  children.  Domestic  or  financial  difficulties 
are  frequently  the  cause  of  the  parents  making  application  for  their 
children  to  leave  the  classes  prematurely.  Mach  case  is  carefully 
considered  on  its  merit,  and  the  oculist  recommends  that  they 
should  be  allowed  to  leave  only  when  no  damage  to  the  sight  is 
likely  to  result.  If  permission  be  granted,  the  interest  in  the 
children  is  not  relaxed,  and  they  are  kept  under  regular  supervision 
until  they  attain  the  age  of  1G  years.  Advice  is  always  given  to 
parents  as  to  the  choice  of  suitable  occupations  for  their  children, 
but  it  is  often  difficult  to  find  such  for  them,  and  some  inevitably 
drift  into  casual  employment. 


108.  f7o  separate  provision  has,  unfortunately,  yet  been  made  in 
respect  of  Roman  Catholic  children,  of  whom  there  were  44  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  21  being  particularly  urgent  cases.  Such  children 
are  seriously  handicapped  in  an  ordinary  school,  and  can  only  be 
allowed  to  attend  there  with  certain  restrictions,  an  arrangement 
which  is  but  a  poor  substitute  for  education  in  the  Defective  Vision 
Classes. 


109.  ith  regard  to  the  education  of  the  deaf,  the  Committee  Sool 
have  one  Day  School  at  which  120  Liverpool  children  are  taught, 
some  17  of  these  being  boarded  by  the  Committee  in  the  Institution 
for  the  Deaf  close  to  the  Day  School.  The  Committee  pay  for  the 
board  and  education  of  certain  Roman  Catholic  deaf  children  at 
Boston  Spa ;  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  13  Liverpool  children 
boarded  there. 


110.  The  accompanying  return  shews 
tions  made  by  the  Certifying  Officers  for 
Defective  children  during  the  year. 


the  results  of  examina-  E>nlf0 
Mentally  and  Physically  of  er 

it 
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Table  18. 


Referred  as 
Physically 
Defective. 


Referred  as 
Mentally 
Defective. 


Passed  for  M.D.  Schools— Day 
**  »»  >•  >i  Residential 

Passed  for  P.D.  Schools— Day  . 

»  >>  >i  ...  Residential 

To  remain  at  ordinary  schools 

Postponed  for  further  trial  in  ordinary  school  or  for 
treatment 

Unsuitable  for  any  school,  M.  1) . 

»  n  rt  it  P.D,  ... 

Miscellaneous  (treatment,  etc.)  ... 


lotal  number  of  children  examined 


_ Ca3es  notifled  to  the  Lancashire  Asylums  Board  during  the  year. 


On  First 
Examination. 


i 


Imbeciles 

Idiots 

Moral  Imbeciles 

Notified  for  supervision  (at  10  years)  ... 


Total 


29 


32 


After 

Probation  in 
Special  Schools. 


Total 


47 


34 


81 


76 

2 

35 


113 


nf111;.f.In.iuId,t'ou  t10.!,1ie  examination  of  new  cases  for  the  purpose 
ot  certification,  he  children  attending  the  schools  for  the  Mentally 
Utfeetive  and  1  hysically  Defective  were  examined  as  to  their 

Ttuuo1  f°r  ,-ontinunnc®  m  attendance,  as  required  by  the  Act 
of  hSJD,  the  number  of  such  examinations  boing  2,743. 

112.  Six  Special  Schools  are  provided  for  mentally  and 
physically  defective  children,  four  of  these  being  double  centres 
for  both  groups  of  children,  one  a  centre  for  mentally  defective 

defectives0"  y’  ^  °n°  “  resldontial  couutry  school  for  physically 
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Full  provision  has  not 
defective  children;  the  Fid 
under  consideration. 


yet  been  made  for  all  the  mentally 
ucation  Committee  still  have  this  matter 


113.  Ihe  following  table  shews  («)  the  accommodation, 
number  on  rolls,  and  the  average  attendance  in  the  various  grades 
of  Special  Schools  provided  by  the  Committee;  and  (5)  the  number 
of  admissions  and  withdrawals  during  the  year: — 


(a)  Table  19. 


Schools. 

Accommoda¬ 

tion. 

No.  on  Rolls 
Dec.,  1927. 

Average 
Attendance. 
Dec.,  1927. 

Mentally  Defective  (day) 

608 

767 

652  4 

Physically  Defective  (day) 

383 

483 

379  6 

Physically  Defective  (residential) 

66 

66 

660 

Partially  Blind  ... 

116 

110 

901 

Deaf 

200 

183 

159-8 

(b) 


M.D. 

P.D. 

Deaf. 

Partially 

Blind. 

Admissions  and  Re-admissions 

181 

306 

27 

3S 

Withdrawals — 

Certificates  cancelled 

17 

117 

2 

Attained  16  years 

18 

46 

24 

5 

Excused  attendance... 

27 

13 

— 

9 

Left  City 

3 

4 

— 

_ 

Died . 

— 

3 

1 

— 

Transferred  to  other  schools 

21 

60 

— 

7 

Excluded  (T.B.,  etc.)  and  in  Hospital 

12 

29 

— 

— 

Notified  to  Mental  Deficiency 
Authority — 

Under  16  years  ... 

47 

Over  16  years  ... 

32 

2 

— 

— 

177 

274 

27 

21 
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H4.  An  After-Care  Committee  is  working  in  connection  with 
each  of  the  five  Day  Special  Schools,  and  keeps  in  touch  with  the 
ex-scholars  up  to  the  age  of  21.  At  this  age,  or  earlier  if  the 
After-Care  Committees  consider  it  desirable,  the  names  of  mentally 
defectives  who  require  continued  supervision  are  passed  on  to  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Authority. 


Apart  from  the  periodical  visitation  of  ex-scholars  undertaken 
by  these  Committees,  an  annual  gathering  is  held  at  each  of  the 
schools.  Particulars  obtained  from  the  various  ex-scholars  at  these 
meetings  shewed,  unfortunately,  that  a  large  percentage  were 
unemployed,  the  prevailing  state  of  unemployment  naturally 
telling  against  these  children. 


]e  ^r-  Eordyce,  the  Certifying  Officer  for  the  mentally 

defectives,  reports  that  he  sometimes  finds  in  border  line  cases 
difficulty  in  deciding  on  the  legal  classification  and  the  type  of 
school  which  the  children  should  attend.  In  such  cases,  particularly 
w^h  the  younger  children,  he  prefers  not  to  make  a  definite 
decision  at  the  onset,  and  he  consequently  recommends  their 
retention  for  another  six  months  or  longer  in  the  Public  Elementary 
Schools,  after  which  time  he  re-considers  the  cases.  During  the 
year,  96  such  cases  were  re-examined,  and  45  children  were 
classified  as  dull,  50  feeble-minded,  4  physically  defective,  whilst 
in  17  cases  the  decision  was  again  deferred.  AVhilst  finding  it 
necessary  to  make  use  of  probationary  periods,  the  Certifying 
Officer  realises  that  it  is  advisable  to  do  so  as  seldom  as  possible" 
but  in  these  doubtful  cases  this  procedure  is  preferable  to  the 
admission  to  the  Special  Schools  of  children  who  might  subse¬ 
quently  turn  out  not  to  be  feeble-minded.  Similarly  a  probationary 
period  in  the  Special  Schools  is  sometimes  advisable  in  the  cases  of 
certain  of  the  lower  grade  mentally  defectives  who  are  eventually 
found  to  be  imbeciles  and  more  suitable  for  training  in  Occupation 
Centres. 

116.  One  of  the  difficult  problems  in  connection  with  education 

Q 

,  is  how  best  to  deal  with  the  group  of  children  known  as  the  Dull 


t 


55 


and  Backward,  a  term  which  is  apt  to  be  misleading  since  it 
suggests  that  these  two  conditions  are  always  correlated.  There  is, 
however,  an  essential  difference,  for  dulness  is  due  to  definite 
mental  impairment,  whereas  backwardness  may  be  due  to 
environmental  or  physical  causes  only.  A  child  who  is  dull  is 
ipso  facto  also  backward,  but  a  child  who  is  backward  is  not 
necessarily  dull.  If  these  groups  of  children  were  referred  to  as 
“dull  or  backward”  instead  of  “dull  and  backward”  this 
differentiation  would  not  be  lost  sight  of.  Perhaps  even  a  better 
term  than  “  backward  ”  is  “  retarded,”  a  term  more  suggestive 
of  an  inherent  potentiality  of  further  mental  development. 

117.  Intelligence  depends  almost  solely  upon  the  number  and  lei 
quality  of  the  brain  cells  and  the  degree  of  their  co-ordination.  In 
the  case  of  certain  children  the  brain  cells  are  fewer  in  number  and 
poorer  in  quality  than  they  should  be,  and  are,  moreover,  incapable 
of  full  development  even  under  the  best  educational  conditions,  and 
their  intelligence  is  therefore  impaired.  Such  children  are  dull, 
feeble-minded,  imbeciles  or  idiots  according  to  the  degree  of  this 
impairment,  but  the  line  of  demarcation  between  these  groups  is 
not  clearly  defined. 


118. 


In  the  case  of  the  retarded  child,  however,  the  brain  cells  < is 

I  ft 

are  normal  in  number  and  fundamentally  sound,  but  have  not  fully 


developed  owing  to  physical  handicaps  or  unfavourable  environ¬ 
mental  or  educational  conditions.  Amongst  the  physical  handicaps 
the  most  important  are  defective  sight  or  hearing,  malnutrition 
and  debility,  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  fatigue  due  to 
insufficient  sleep,  etc.  Environmental  conditions  adversely 
affecting  the  child’s  educational  progress  include  overcrowding, 
unfavourable  home  conditions,  lack  of  books,  etc.  On  the 
educational  side,  delayed  admission  to  and  frequent  changes  of 
school,  and  irregular  attendance,  are  the  most  important  causes. 


119.  It  has  been  estimated  that  over  ltEper  cent,  of  the  children  Hi 
in  the  Public  Elementary  Schools  of  the  country  are  dull  or  retarded, 1 F 
and  Sir  George  Newman  states  that  in  two-fifths  of  these  children, 
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be  classified  as  ■  U  ,P"  '  rf  »"  ■*“»  ^Wren,  should 

Children  wh.^'r»*rinb'!r  r  the  CaSe  °f  the  many  du" 

tbeir  education  at  Public  EleZlZT  Sch  T  u  ”  *°  C°ntiMle 

xzzzz: 

special  educational  provision '’for''  tW  S‘*°OU! 

distinctly  advantageous.  CWdren  "™ld  be 

detet;Te^Ur“nS'UPt”  N“rSeS  ^  ’'n  ‘°"ch  ‘be 

j  made  1,245  home  visit  ""'l  aDd  dur,ng  the  year  have 

Welfare  AssociaLTl  ‘°  80t°°Is’  Child 


122‘  Children  attending  the  Seed'd  q„i  i 
;  medical  treatment  can  be  treated  at  tl  r  •  requirin® 

Education  Committee.  ‘  ‘  Ch"10S  estnblislled  by  the 


VC. 

I 


to  7  iadusi- tte  «* 

»nd  Special  Schools  was  carried  out  In<iUStrial 

parbtime  Dentist,  who  paid  fi8  ,sits  t0  ^ 

Period.  Subsequently,  in  accordance  with  ih»  i,  °  , 
co-ordinating  the  administration  of  the  dental  work  in  thTpub  7 
Elementary  and  the  Industrial  and  Special  Srh  1  7 

earlier  in  the  Report  fnao-e  +1  i.  °S’  Ie^erretl  to 

whole-time  staff  of  the  School  JIcdiTd  Camed  out  by  ‘be 

following  table  includes  only  he  .f  ^7°“!“'  am' 
since  the  1st  August.-  nndertaken  by  this  staff 
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Table  20. 

Industrial 

Schools. 

Special 

Schools. 

- - - - 

Total. 

No.  of  sessions  devoted  to  inspections 

3 

13 

16 

No.  of  sessions  devoted  to  treatment  . 

23 

27 

50 

Total  No.  of  sessions 

26 

40 

66 

No.  of  children  inspected  ...  ...■ 

357 

1,189 

1,546 

No.  of  children  requiring  treatment 

No.  of  children  treated 

283 

(79-2%) 

157 

913 

(76-7%) 

220 

1,196 

(77-3%) 

377 

No.  of  attendances  made  for  treatment  . 

213 

310 

523 

No.  of  teeth  extracted  . 

222 

352 

574 

No.  of  teeth  filled  . 

135 

154 

289 

No.  of  other  operations 

20 

4 

24  1 

No.  of  administrations  of  general  anaesthetic 

112 

177 

289 

The  number  of  inspections  during  this  half-year  was  large  in 
proportion  to  the  treatment  undertaken,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a 
complete  survey  of  all  the  children  was  thought  to  be  desirable  in 
order  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  work  to  be  done. 

The  condition  of  the  months  of  the  children  was  slightly  worse 
than  that  of  the  children  in  the  Public  Elementary  Schools. 

1~4.  A  pleasing  feature  has  been  the  comparatively  large 
proportion  of  acceptances  of  treatment  by  the  parents,  the  average 
percentage  of  acceptances  for  the  Special  Schools  inspected  being 
70-3  per  cent.,  and  for  the  Industrial  Schools  749  per  cent.,  this 
latter  figure  being  exclusive  of  the  returns  for  the  Hightown 
Residential  Industrial  School,  where  a  form  of  parental  acceptance 
is  not  required.  The  corresponding  percentage  for  the  Public 
Elementary  Schools  was  32  per  cent. 
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125.  The  work  has,  in  nearly  all  cases,  been  carried  out  upon  the 
school  premises,  the  only  exceptions  being-  in  the  case  of  children 
who  were  found  at  the  inspection  to  he  in  urgent  need  of  treatment, 
and  for  whom,  in  order  to  avoid  delay,  arrangements  were  made  for 
treatment  at  the  nearest  School  Clinic. 

«va!e.  1 20.  The  Country  School  for  Physically  Defective  Children  at 

Wool  ton  Vale,  where  accommodation  is  provided  for  GO  children 

m  boys  and  35  girls),  continues  to  be  conducted  on  the  same  lines 

"  Previ°Usly  ported.  During  the  year  9G  were  admitted  and 
85  discharged. 


'57'  J"  a<Wition  10  the  Vcial  Schools,  the  Committee  maintain 
,ion  30  beJs  ,or  Pce-tahcrcnlous  children  at  the  Torpenhow  Open-Air 
•School  near  Frankly,  six  beds  at  the  West  Kirby  Convalescent 
Home,  and  six  beds  at  the  Liverpool  School  of  Recovery  (mainly 
hour!  cases),  and  they  have  secured  the  option  of  places  at  the 
Maghull  Home  for  Epileptics.  During  the  course  of  the  year, 

13  bm  Wn  r,'s''lcnce  at  West  Kirby,  and  10  at  the  siliool 
of  Recovery,  while  8  cases  have  been  maintained  at  the  Home  for 
Epileptics, 


M  128.  From  Table  III  in  the  Appendix,  under  the  heading  of 
Epileptics,  it  will  he  seen  that  the  number  of  such  cases  known  to 
the  Department  was  101,  of  which  number  19  suffering  from  severe 
epilepsy  and  28  from  milder  forms  were  at  no  school  or  institution. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN. 

129.  The  Dye-laws  dealing  with  employment  of  children,  which 
came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1924,  are  still  in  operation. 

Table  21  gives  a  return  of  the  number  of  school  children 
employed,  and  the  nature  of  the  work  undertaken. 
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Table  21. 


Employment  of  School  Children  out  of  School  Hours. 


Trade. 

No.  of  | 
cases 

on  i 

No.  of  new  cases 
added  to  Register  c 
during  the  year. 

No.  of 
Irawn  fi 
during 

cases  with- 
•om  Register 
the  year. 

No 

remai 

Regist 

of  cases 
ning  on  the 
er,  31.12.27 

Register  - 
31.12.26 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

Bakers  and  Confectioners... 

1 

50 

62 

4 

66 

64 

3 

67 

46 

3 

49 

Butchers 

82 

81 

— 

81 

95 

1 

96 

67 

— 

67 

Bootmakers  and  Repairers 

22 

19 

1 

20 

25 

1 

26 

16 

— 

16 

Chemists 

2 

5 

— 

6 

3 

— 

3 

4 

— 

4 

Chandlers . 

74 

83 

2 

85 

83 

1 

84  ‘ 

74 

1 

75 

Chipped  Potato  Vendors  ... 

4 

4 

— 

4 

4 

— 

4 

4 

— 

4 

Coal  Merchants  . 

9 

6 

— 

6 

5 

— 

5 

3 

— 

3 

Drapers,  etc. 

7. 

2 

— 

2 

6 

— 

6 

3 

— 

3 

Dealers — General  ... 

6 

12 

2 

14 

12 

— 

12 

6 

2 

8 

Dealers— Firewood 

— 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

Domestio  Helpers  ... 

3 

— 

2 

2 

— 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Fish  and  Poultry  Dealers 

1 

2 

—  ' 

2 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Grooers 

64 

61 

3 

64 

68 

— 

68 

47 

3 

50 

Greengrocers 

168 

198 

7 

205 

202 

6 

208 

163 

2 

165 

Ironmongers 

1 

4 

— 

4 

5 

— 

5 

i 

— 

— 

Milk  Dealers 

442 

371 

47 

418 

383 

39 

422 

399 

39 

438 

Newsagents 

671 

738 

40 

778 

683 

20 

703 

612 

34 

64( 

Various  . 

33 

38 

1 

39 

38 

2 

40 

30 

2 

31 

Totals  . 

.  *1,522 

1,691 

109 

1,800 

1,678 

76 

1,754 

1,481 

87 

1,561 

1,468  boys  and  54  girls 


130.  1'iom  this  table  it  will  he  seen  that  the  main  sources  of 
employment  are  the  delivery  of  milk  and  newspapers.  As  these 
employments,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  necessitate  Work  before  the 
commencement  of  school,  the  children  undertaking  such,  work  have 
to  be  examined  by  the  School  Medical  Officers,  and  certified  as 
physically  fit  before  a  certificate  is  granted.  For  this  purpose 
•  there  were  examined  1,057  children,  and  all  but  S  were  found  to 
be  fit.  All  children,  whether  working  before  the  close  of  school 
hours  or  aftei,  lequire  to  have  employment  cards,  which  are  issued 
by  the  Education  Committee,  and  these  children  are  examined  by 
the  School  Medical  Officers  at  every  visit  to  the  schools.  The 
employment,  v  Inch ,  under  the  Eye-laws,  is  limited  to  two  hours 
on  school  days  and  five  hours  on  Saturdays  and  school  holidays, 
seldom  has  any  adverse  effect  upon  their  health. 


131.  With  the  object  of  seeing  that  the  Eye-laws  are  complied 
with,  two  special  officers,  appointed  by  the  Education  Committee, 
are  engaged  in  patrolling  the  streets  between  the  hours  of  7  a.m. 
and  9  a.m.,  and  5  p.m.  and  9  p.m.  daily,  and  on  Saturdays  and 
Sundays.  The  Attendance  Officers  also  keep  under  observation 
the  shops  and  the  employed  children  in  their  districts,  whilst  the 
Police  and  Health  Visitors  co-operate  in  this  work. 

During  the  year,  072  employers  were  warned  for  infringement 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Eye-laws,  and  in  31  cases  it  was  necessary 
to  prosecute.  In  25  cases  fines  were  inflicted,  and  the  remaining 
0  cases  were  discharged  with  a  caution. 

132.  A  certain  number  of  children  of  school  age  are  employed 
in  connection  with  theatrical  performances,  many  of  these  children 
going  on  tour.  These  children  require  a  licence  from  the  Local 
Education  Authority  before  they  can  be  employed,  and  they  must 
bo  examined  every  three  months  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  of 
the  area  in  which  they  happen  to  be. 


During  the  year;  41  were  licensed  by  the  Education  Authority, 
and  50  examinations  of  the  children  made  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers;  practically  all  the  children  were  healthy. 
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133.  The  total  number  of  children  who  appeared  at  the  local 
theatres  or  picturedromes  was  60,  as  against  45  in  the  preceding 
twelve  months.  All  such  children  are  visited  by  a  special  officer, 
who  sees  that  the  home  conditions  are  suitable,  ascertains  that  the 
licence  is  in  order,  and  also  pays  visits  to  the  theatres  to  see  that 
the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Board  of  Education  are  complied  with. 

Two  members  of  the  Committee  also  visited  two  theatres  in 
January  and  saw  the  children  in  the  dressing  room  and  at  work. 

134.  Despite  the  continued  depression  in  trade  and  industry  in  Juver ^ 
Liverpool,  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  employment  for  juveniles  Bure;, 
between  14  and  18  years  of  age  has  been  better  during  192 1  than 

in  the  preceding  year.  In  previous  reports  reference  has  been 
made  to  the  difficulty  of  transferring  boys  and  girls  from  school 
to  employment.  That  difficulty  still  persists,  and  unfortunately 
there  are  large  numbers  of  juveniles  who  are  forced  to  spend  many 
months  of  idleness  before  they  secure  work.  A  very  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  these  make  personal  application  at  the  Authority’s 
Juvenile  Employment  Bureau,  wffiere  they  are  registered  for 
employment  and  advised  as  to  the  possibilities  of  openings 
occurring  in  occupations  for  which  they  appear  suitable.  During 
the  year,  9,402  children  (as  against  8,558  last  year)  registered  at 
the  Bureau  directly  on  leaving  the  public  elementary  schools,  and 
the  total  number  of  young  persons  between  14  and  18  years  of  age 
who  applied  for  work  was  17,506,  being  an  increase  of  1,408  upon 
the  number  registering  in  the  previous  year. 

135.  When  it  is  stated  that  70  per  cent,  of  the  total  school 
leavers  register  at  the  Bureau  on  leaving  school,  it  will  be  realised 
that  comparatively  few  children  are  fortunate  enough  to  have  work 
to  take  up  immediately  they  are  free  from  school,  notwithstanding 
that  an  active  search  for  work  usually  commences  during  the  last 
term  of  school  life  and  before  a  visit  is  paid  to  the  Bureau. 

136.  The  placings  effected  by  the  Juvenile  Employment  Bureau 
during  the  year  totalled  6,542,  as  compared  with  5,221  during  the 
year  1926.  It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  keep  boys  and  girls  in 
periodic  attendance  at  the  Bureau  whilst  they  are  waiting  for 
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employ  merit,  but  every  effort  is  made  to  persuade  them  to  do  so, 
and  they  are  encouraged  to  keep  themselves  smart  and  presentable 
m  appeal  a  nee.  ^Ia  n\  of  them,  however,  who  cease  attending  the 
Bureau  return  later  to  renew  their  application,  while  others  are 
found  to  have  accepted  temporary  employment  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  then  homes  pending  better  employment  being  secured  for 
them  by  the  Committee’s  agency.  . 

bb .  An  analysis  of  the  figures  denoting  the  “  placings  ”  by  the 
Bureau  shews  that  of  the  3,156  boys  for  whom  posts  were  found, 
20  per  cent,  went  to  clerical  and  commercial  occupations,  8  per 
cent,  to  trades  and  businesses,  17  per  cent,  into  factories,  ware¬ 
houses,  workshops  and  other  industrial  undertakings,  while  55  per 
cent,  became  shop  boys,  messengers,  and  other  miscellaneous 
workers,  roughly  about  half  of  whom  would  have  a  fair  prospect 
of  permanent  employment. 

138.  With  regard  to  the  3,386  girls  who  were  placed  through 
the  Bureau,  10  pei  cent,  went  to  needle  trades,  and  6  per  cent,  to 
other  trades ;  23  per  cent,  accepted  domestic  service,  17  per  cent, 
became  shop  assistants,  10  per  cent,  entered  clerical  employment, 
while  the  remaining  34  per  cent,  went  chiefly  to  factories,  cafes, 
or  started  as  messengers  in  connection  with  workrooms  and  shops. 

139.  The  Local  Education  Authority,  through  the  Juvenile 
Employment  Bureau,  also  administer  the  Unemployment  Insurance 
Acts  so  far  as  juveniles  between  the  ages  of  16  and  18  years  are 
concerned.  The  number  of  claims  to  benefit  (both  “  fresh  ”  and 
“repeat”  claims)  received  during  the  year  ended  31st  July,  1927, 
from  young  persons  who  had  been  working  in  insurable  employment 
was  6,410  (boys  4,572,  girls  1,838)  or  an  average  per  week  of  123 
claims;  and  the  total  amount  of  unemployment  benefit  paid  to 
young  persons  during  the  period  was  £7,134  9s.  0d.,  being  an 
average  sum  of  £137  4s.  Od.  per  week.  The  average  number  of 


63 


juveniles  receiving1  benefit  each  week  was  426  (304  boys  one.  1-2 
girls),  and  the  total  number  of  individual  payments  made  during 
the  year  was  no  less,  than  22,136.  These  figures  graphically 
illustrate  the  extent  to  which  the  16-18  group  are  affected  by  the 
prevailing  unemployment . 


140.  The  Authority  have  continued  to  carry  on  four  Juvenile 
Educational  Centres  (two  for  boys,  one  for  girls,  and  one  tor  both 
boys  and  girls  of  good  education),  at  which  insured  juveniles  are 
required  to  attend  on  five  half-days  per  week  as  one  of  the 
conditions  of  receiving  unemployment  benefit.  A  fair  number  of 
uninsured  juveniles  who  are  out  of  work  attend  voluntarily.  The 
instruction  at  these  Centres  is  of  an  informal  character,  and 
comprises  various  kinds  of  handwork  (e.g.,  simple  wood  and  metal 
work),  English  subjects,  ambulance  work,  physical  exercises  and 
recreation,  for  the  boys;  and  household  work  (e.g.,  cookery  and 
laundry),  needlework,  hygiene,  music,  drill  and  recreation  for 
the  girls.  The  special  centre  for  boys  and  girls  of  good  education 
is  intended  for  those  who  are  preparing  for  commercial  posts,  and 
instruction  is  given  in  shorthand,  typewriting,  book-keeping, 
mathematics,  and  English.  These  Centres  are  doing  an  incalculable 
amount  of  good  in  keeping  young  persons  fit  and  alert  during 
unemployment,  and  preventing  them  from  losing  the  knowledge 
and  experience  they  have  acquired  in  industry. 

141.  It  should  be  mentioned,  in  regard  to  the  suitability  of 
applicants  for  employment  dealt  with  at  the  Bureau,  that  all  the 
medical  records  and  notes  of  the  School  Medical  Officers  are 
available  for  the  use  of  the  Juvenile  Employment  Department,  and 
are  freely  used,  and,  where  necessary,  special  examinations  are 
made  by  the  Medical  Officers  at  the  request  of  the  Department. 


142.  Arrangements  have  also  been  made  with  the  Migration 
Authorities  for  the  School  Medical  Staff  to  conduct  the  medical 
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examination  of  youths  whoso  nimi;  »• 

1  x,  ^  applications  to  emigrate  to  Austnli., 

under  tl10  Overseas  Settlement  Scheme  huv  ,  ‘ 

u-ho,  through  lack  of  means,  are  „„„hlo  t  ‘  .  ,7"  and 

the  local  Medical  T>  f  .  *)a,v  ‘e  re(iaired  fee  to 

ALedical  iteferee  appointed  bv  tbP 

r*  the  - ** — “ 

this  arranfemenf  all  « f  -  i  unaer 

t,euieni,  an  ot  whom  were  rwssorl  r 

it  i  passed  as  tit  tor  emigration 

though  one  was  considered  as  unfit  for  farmin-. 


A.  A.  MUSSEN, 

Medical  Officer  to  tiie  Educatiox 
Authority. 
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APPENDIX  A. 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  I. 

RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 


A- — Routine  Medical  Inspections 

Number  ok  Code  Group  Inspections: — 

Entrants 

Intermediates 

Leavers 

Total 


Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections 

B.—  Other  Inspections 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 
Number  of  Re-inspeotions 

Total 


17,768 

11,778 

16,454 

45,000 

271 


*10,875 

42,541 

53,416 


Not  including  children  treated  at  Minor  Ailments  Clinics. 


6G 

elementary  schools. 

table  II. 

A.— Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  In  the  Year  ended 

3 1st  December,  1927. 


Defect  or  Disease. 


(1) 


Malnutrition 

Uncleanliness  . 

Skin  — 

Ringworm  — 

Scalp 
•Body 
Scabies 
’Impetigo 

’Other  Diseases  (Non-Tuberoulous)... 
Eye — 

’Blepharitis  . 

’Conjunctivitis 
’Keratitis 
’Corneal  Ulcer... 

Corneal  Opacities 

Defective  Vision  (excluding  Squint) 
Other  Conditions 

Ear — 

Defective  Hearing 
Otitis  Media  ... 

Other  Ear  Diseases 

Nose  and  Throat— 

Enlarged  Tonsils  only 
Adenoids  only 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 
Other  Conditions  . 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non- 
Tuberculous)  ... 

Defective  Speech  . 

JTeeth  (Dental  Diseases) 


Routine 

Inspections. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Requiring 

Treat¬ 

ment. 


(2) 


122 


Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 
observa¬ 
tion, 
but  not 
requiring 
Treat¬ 
ment. 

(3) 


Special 

Inspections. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Requiring 

Treat- 

ment. 


(4) 


152 


See  Table  IV,  Group 


21 

6 

3 

84 

215 


136 

75 

11 

11 


2,266 

824 

26 


71 

318 

54 


530 

111 

103 

352 


33 

96 

1,124 


112 


127 

24 


7 

2,364 

751 

103 


167 

490 

22 


2,073 

144 

84 

374 


770 

246 

1,218 


28 


247 

8 

158 

66 

195 


64 

68 

11 

31 

2,855 

1,226 

31 


60 

101 

27 


178 

110 

207 

114 


9 

75 

182 


Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 
observa¬ 
tion, 
but  not 
requiring 
Treat¬ 
ment. 

(5) 


11 


59 


36 

8 


3 

431 

127 

23 


53 

46 

8 


272 

32 

20 

51 


108 

87 


159 


*  Exclusive  of  children  treated  at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinics. 
I  Cases  examined  by  the  School  Medical  Officers. 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 
TABLE  1 1.— Continued. 


Routine 

Special 

Inspections. 

Inspections. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of  Defects. 

Requiring 

Requiring 

Defect  or  Disease. 

Requiring 

j  to  be  kept 
under 

i  to  be  kept 
under 

observa- 

Requiring 

observa- 

Treat- 

tion. 

Treat- 

tion, 

ment. 

,  but  not 

ment. 

but  not 

[  requiring 

requiring 

Treat- 

Treat- 

(1) 

ment. 

ment. 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Heart  and  Circulation — 

1  ~ 

Heart  Disease — 

Organio  ... 

7 

201 

6 

65 

179 

85 

Functional 

7 

831 

* 

Anaemia 

276 

363 

115 

Lungs — 

Bronchitis 

Other  Non-Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

373 

30 

972 

272 

127 

34 

117 

97 

{(Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary — 

Definite  ... 

i 

31 

42 

Suspected 

2 

o 

Non-Pulmonary — - 

Glands  ... 

3 

55 

29 

33 

Spine 

Hip 

Other  Bones  and  Joints 

Skin 

Other  Forms 

2 

2 

4 

11 

9 

14 

27 

6 

54 

4 

7 

7 

5 

14 

2 

4 

16 

1 

25 

Nervous  System — 

Epilepsy 

Chorea... 

Other  Conditions 

9 

62 

39 

45 

140 

24 

88 

41 

14 

37 

Deformities — 

Rickets  •... 

Spinal  Curvature 

50 

23 

173 

21 

23 

K 

10 

Other  Forms  ... 

59 

96 

24 

16 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases 

1,144 

1,851 

865 

583 

§  Under  the  heading  “  Tuberculosis  ”  most  of  the  cases  'in  columns  (3)  and  (5)  are 
cases  in  which  the  disease  is  quiescent  but  is  not  yet  considered  cured. 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  II. — Continued. 

B.- Number  of  Individual  Children  found  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection 
to  require  treatment  (Excluding  Uncleanliness  and  Dental  Diseases). 


Group. 

d) 

Number  of  Children 

Percentage  of 
children  requiring 
treatment. 

<41 

Inspected. 

(2) 

Requiring 

treatment. 

<3) 

Code  Groups : 

Entrants 

17,768 

2,611 

14-9 

Intermediates . 

11,778 

2,245 

191 

Leavers  ... 

15,454 

2,582 

16-6 

Total  (Code  Groups) 

45,000 

7,438 

16-5 

Other  routine  inspections 

271 

48 

17-7 

G9 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  III. 

Numerical  Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area 

at  the  end  of  1927. 


BLIND 

(including 

partially 

blind). 


(i)  Suitable  for 
training  in  a 
School  or  Class 
for  the  totally 
blind. 


(ii)  Suitable  for 
training  in  a 
School  or  Class 
for  the  par¬ 
tially  blind. 


DEAF 

(including 
deaf  and 
dumb  and 
partially 
deaf). 


MENTALLY 

DEFECTIVE 


(i)  Suitable  for 
training  in  a 
School  or  Class 
for  the  totally 
deaf  or  deaf 
and  dumb. 


(ii)  Suitable  for 
training  in  a 
School  or  Class 
for  the  par¬ 
tially  deaf. 


Feeble  -  minded 
(cases  not  noti¬ 
fiable  to  the 
Local  Control 
Authority.) 


EPILEPTICS 


Notified  to  the 
Local  Control 
Authority 
during  the  year 


Suffering  fror 
epilepsy  whic! 
is  not  severe. 


Suffering  from 
severe  epilepsy 


Boys. 

Girls.  T 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes  for 

the  Blind 

24 

21 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

— 

— 

At  other  Institutions  ... 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

tl 

1 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes  for 

the  Blind 

54 

56  h 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

45 

50 

At  other  Institutions  ... 

— 

1 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

4 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes  for 

the  Deaf 

78 

55 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

— 

— 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

4 

— 

1 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes  for 

I 

the  Deaf 

— 

— 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

58 

72 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

1 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Mentally 

423 

Defective  Children  ... 

344 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

89 

78  { 

At  other  Institutions 

12 

12 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

28 

16 

Feeble-minded 

19 

16 

Imbeciles 

46 

30 

Moral  Imbeciles 

— 

— 

Idiots  ... 

1 

1 

Attending  Certified  Special  Schools  for 

1 

1 

Epileptics  . 

In  Institutions  other  than  Certified  Special 

Schools 

3 

1 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

12 

12 

Attending  Day  Special  Schools 

8 

9 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

15 

6 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

6 

7 

1 


70 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  III, — Continued. 

. 

Boys 

Girls. 

Total. 

- 1 

1  Infectious  pul¬ 
monary  and 
glandular 
tuberculosis. 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  or  the 

Board  . 

At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

O 

7 

4 

9 

4 

Non  -  infectious 
but  active 
pulmonary 
and  glandular 
tuberculosis. 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  or  the 
Board 

At  Certified  Residential  Open-Air  Schools".' 

At  Certified  Day  Special  Schools 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

40 

{  W 

42 

f44 

1(28) 

73 

67 

1 

(1) 

35 

39 

(22) 

93 

107 

9 

(3) 

77 

83 

(50)- 

166 

IYSICALLY 

EFECTIVE. 

Delicate  Children 
(eg.  p  r  e  -  or 
latent  tubercu¬ 
losis  malnutri¬ 
tion,  debility, 
anaemia,  etc.) 

At  Certified  Residential  Open-Air  Schools  ... 

At  Certified  Day  Special  Schools 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

At  other  Institutions  ... 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

/  4i 

l  (i) 

52 

402 

/  6 
\  (4) 
21 

43 

(3) 

37 

300 

15 

(7) 

28 

84 

(4) 

89 

702 

21 

(11) 

49 

■ 

i 

t 

Active  non- 
pulnionary 
tuberculosis. 

At  Sanatoria  or  Hospital  Schools  approved 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  or  the  Board... 

At  Certified  Day  Special  Schools  . 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

At  other  Institutions  ... 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

r  48 
l  (2) 

1 

12 
/  33 
1(26) 

/  21 
\  (I) 

32 

(-) 

7 

18 

(15) 

28 

(-) 

80 

(2) 

1 

19 

51 

(41) 

49 

(1) 

t 

f 

K 

>  , 

IL 

Crippled  Children 
(other  than 
those  with 
active  tubercu¬ 
lous  diseases), 
e.g.,  children 
suffering  from 
paralysis,  etc., 
and  including 
those  with 
severe  heart 
disease. 

At  Certified  Hospital  Schools  . 

At  Certified  Residential  Open-Air  Schools  ... 

At  Certified  Day  Cripple  Schools . 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

At  other  Institutions  . . 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

H0 

1  (8) 

1 

198 

♦26 

(  11 

l  (7) 

/  44 
l  (3) 

27 

(14) 

3 

177 

19 

30 

(17) 

47 

(2) 

43 

(22) 

4 

375 

45 

41 

(24) 

91 

(5) 

t  This  child  was  receiving  Private  Tuition. 

'  educItiM  inepnhHpavf'ti0n.27  o°r  and  18  Girls  classified  as  Cripples  but  for  whom 

education  in  Public  Elementary  Schools  is  quite  suitable. 

t  A  number  of  these  cases  have  not  yet  been  examined  by  the  Certifying  Medical  Officer, 
r  nun*b®rs  shewn  within  brackets  refer  to  cases  diagnosed  by  the  Staffs  of  certain 

kJ  1110  A",h0"ty'‘  u«d,“l  s“"-  Tt- 

71 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  IV. 

Return  of  Defects  treated  during  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1927. 


TREATMENT  TABLE. 


Group  1.— Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Group  V) 


♦Number  of  Defects  treated,  or 
under  treatment  during  the  year. 

Disease  or  Defect. 

(D 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

(2) 

Otherwise. 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Skin — 

Ringworm — Scalp 

I 

156 

247 

403 

Ringworm — Body 

289  j 

4 

203 

Scabies  ... 

9 

193 

202 

Impetigo... 

4,293 

50 

4,343 

Other  Skin  disease  . 

1,155 

20 

1,175 

Minor  Eye  Defects — 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  cases 
falling  in  Group  II) . 

2,973 

179 

3,152 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

2,110 

80 

2,190 

Miscellaneous— 

(e.g.  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores, 
chilblains,  etc.) 

9,392 

72 

9,464 

Total  . 

.  20,377 

845 

21,222 

*  The  numbers  in  Group  I  of  this  Table  refer  almost  whoLly  to  children  treated  at 
the  Committee’s  Clinios.  No  reliable  information  is  obtainable  as  to  the 


number  of  cases  treated  elsewhere. 


elementary  schools. 

Group  II.— Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects 
treated  as  Minor  Adments,  Group  I). 


Number  of  Defects  dealt  with. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 

Submitted  to 
refraction  by 

Defect  or  Disease. 

private 

practitioner 

Other¬ 

wise. 

Total. 

Scheme. 

or  at  hospital, 
apart  from 
At  thority’s 

(i) 

Scheme. 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(6) 

Errors  of  Refraotion  (including  Squint) 
New  Cases  . 

3,111 

103 

3 

3,217 

Re-examinations 

2,327 

10 

— 

2,337 

Total . 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the  eyes 
(excluding  those  recorded  in  Group  I) 

5,438 

113 

3 

5,554 

43 

11 

— 

54 

Total . 

5,481 

124 

3 

5,608 

Total  number  of  Children  for  whom  Spectacles  wore  prescribed  : 

(®)  Under  Authority’s  Soheme 

•••  •••  •••  ...  4,831 

(6)  Otherwise 

.  115 

Total  number  of  Children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles  : 

(а)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  .  4  ?J)7 

(б)  Otherwise  ,*, 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat 


Number  of  Defects. 

Received  Operative  Treatment. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme,  in 
Clinic  or 
Hospital. 

(1) 

By  private 
practitioner 
or  Hospital, 
apart 
from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

(2) 

Total. 

(3) 

Received 
other 
forms  of 
treatment. 

(4) 

Total 

number 

treated. 

(5) 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ... 

1,181 

45 

1,229 

46 

1,275 

Mouth  Breathing 

— 

— 

450 

450 

Tot at . 

1,184 

45 

1,229 

496 

1,725 

Group  IV. — Dental  Defects. 


(1)  Number  ot  Children 
la)  Inspected  : — 


Routine  Age  Groups 


Specials 


Aeod 


f  5 

1  b 

”!  8,668 

1  7 

...  10,592 

1  8 

...  7,668  1 

1  9 

...  6,814  1 

<  io 

...  6,991  } 

11 

...  7,153 

12 

...  7,778 

13 

...  7,430 

.14 

...  947. 

•  •• 

...  ... 

Total  - 


..  64  041 


1,070 


Grand  Total 


...  65,111 


( b )  Found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ••  47,999 

(c)  Actually  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13,786 

Id)  Re-treated  during  tlje  year  as  the  result  of  periodical  examination  7,005 

("Inspection  ...  356 'j 

(2)  Half-days  devoted  to  -l  >  Total  ...  1,822 

(.Treatment  ...1466 J 
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(3)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

...  ... 

23,156 

f  Permanent  Teeth  ...  6,7011 
(4)  Fillings  < 

(.Temporary  Teeth  ...  26 

\ 

...  Total  ... 

6,787 

f  Permanent  Teeth  4.8141 
(6)  Extractions  < 

(.Temporary  Teeth  24,82.5 J 

...  Total 

29,639 

(61  Administrations  of  general  anrosthotics  for  extractions 

... 

13,435 

f  Permanent  Teeth 
(7)  Other  operations  < 

(.Temporary  Teeth 

...  4351 

1J 

...  Total 

436 

Group  V. — Uncleanliness  and  Verminous 

Conditions. 

(1 )  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  by  the  School 
Nurses 

47-8 

(2)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools  by  School 

Nur,es  . 181,943 


(3)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unolean . 

(4)  Number  of  obildren  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Local 

Education  Authority,  viz.  : — 

Under  Statutory  Notices  ... 

•Voluntarily . 

(5)  Number  of  oases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : _ 

(а)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921 . 

(б)  Under  Sohool  Attendance  Byelaws  . 

(c)  Under  Liverpool  Corporation  Act,  1921  : 

Informations 

# 

Convictions . 

Discharged  with  caution  . 


12,891 


920 

16,317 

Nil. 

Nil. 

87 

38 

49 


•  In  addition  to  this  number,  6,784  other  children  attended  the  Cleansing  Stations 
on  their  own  initiative  for  Spray  or  Slipper  baths. 


higher  schools 


TABLE  II.— A. 


Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Year 
ended  31st  December,  1927. 


Routine 

Inspections. 

Special 

Inspections. 

Number 

of  Defects. 

Number 

of  Defects. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

0) 

Requiring 

Treat¬ 

ment 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 
observa¬ 
tion, 
but  not 
requiring 
Treat¬ 
ment 
(3) 

Requiring 

Treat¬ 

ment. 

(4) 

| 

Requiring 

1  to  be  kept 
under 
;  observa¬ 
tion, 
but  not 
rcqu'ring 
Treat¬ 
ment. 

(6) 

Malnutrition  . 

4 

O.i 

- 

6 

Skin— 

Ringworm  — 

Scalp 

_ 

- 

_ 

Body 

,  — r 

_ 

Soabies 

1 

Impetigo 

2 

-  , 

Other  Diseases  (Non-Tuberoulous)  .. 

43 

13 

6 

3 

Eye— 

Blepharitis 

4 

9 

3 

Conjunctivitis 

5 

7 

6 

1 

Keratitis 

. 

Corneal  Ulcers 

Corneal  Opacities 

_ 

_ 

Defective  Vision  (excluding  Squint) 

413 

1 ,003 

209 

47 

Squint 

22 

67 

g 

1 

Other  Conditions 

4 

9 

2 

Ear  — 

Defective  Hearing  ... 

17 

74 

2 

7 

Otitis  Media  ... 

28 

66 

10 

Other  Ear  Diseases  ... 

9 

2 

2 

Nose  and  Throat— 

En'argod  Tonsils  only 

36 

230 

2 

28 

'  Adenoids  only 

3 

8 

3 

1 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

3 

7 

1 

Other  Conditions 

33 

66 

5 

11 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non 

Tuberculous)  ... 

1 

66 

— 

8 

Defective  Speech  . 

7 

40 

— 

9 

77 

HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  11.— Continued. 


;  — ~~  | 

Routine 

Spf.cial 

Inspections. 

Inspections. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Requiring 

Requiring 

to  be  kept 

to  be  kept 

under 

under 

Defect  or  Disease. 

Requiring 

Treat- 

observa¬ 

tion, 

Requiring 
.  Tieat- 

observa¬ 

tion, 

ment. 

but  not 

ment. 

but  not 

requiring 

requiring 

Treat- 

Treat- 

ment. 

ment. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

TeETII  — 

Dental  Diseases 

Heart  and  Circulation— 

304 

1C3 

27 

28 

Heart  Disease — 

Organic  ... 

1 

.1,5 

241 

105 

22 

Functional 

Anaemia 

3 

34 

— 

24 

Lungs — ■ 

Bronchitis 

6 

71 

— 

9 

Other  Non-Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

3 

•Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary — 

i 

Definite  ... 

l 

Suspected 

Non-Pulmonary — 

l 

Glands  ... 

Spine 

1 

i 

i 

1 

2 

Hip  . . . 

Other  Bones  and  Joints 

— 

— 

— 

Skin 

Other  Forms  . 

— 

— 

— 

Nervous  System — 

Epilepsy  .  . 

1 

Chorea... 

Other  Conditions  ...  . 

3 

22 

2 

Deformities — 

1 

r.  3 

Rickets 

Spinal  Curvature  . 

i 

44 

OS 

219 

4 

5 

13 

Other  Forms  ... 

Flat  Feet 

.  «)•> 

102 

2 

19 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases 

119 

399 

15 

i  73 

I _ 

.  Under  the  heading  of  Tuberculosis  most  of  the  cases  in  column  (3)  are  cases  in  which 
the  disease  is  quiescent  but  not  yet  consitleied  cured. 
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B.  Number  of  Individual  Children  Found  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection 
to  Require  Treatment  (excluding  Uncleanliness). 


Number  op  Children. 

Percentage 
of  children 
requiring 

Group. 

Inspected. 

Requiring 

• _  <*> 

(2) 

treatment. 

(3) 

treatment. 

(4) 

Code  Groups  : 

Total 

. 

0,181 

1,142 

18-4 

TABLE  IV. 

Return  of  Defects  treated  during  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1927. 

TREATMENT  TABLE. 

_  GrouP  I.— Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness). 


Disease  or  Defect. 

(1) 


Skin — 

Ringworm — Soalp 
Ringworm — Body 
Soabies  ... 

Impetigo...  ... 

Other  Skin  Diseases  ... 

Minor  Eye  Defects 

(External  and  others,  but  excluding  cases 
falling  m  Group  II) 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

Miscellaneous  (e.g.  minor  injuries,  bruises, 
•ores,  chilblains,  etc.)  ... 


Total  ... 


Number  of  Defects  treated,  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year. 


138 


Under  the 
Authority’s 
Soheme. 

(2) 

i - 

Otherwise. 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

38 

38 

— 

18 

18 

2 

53 

65 

— 

28 

28 

140 
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HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 

Group  II.— Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects 
treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I). 


Number  of  Defects  Dealt  With 


Disease  or  Defect 

(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

(2) 

Submitted  | 
to 

refraction  j 
by  private 
practitioner  i 
or  at 

Hospital,  i 
apart  from  | 
the 

Authority’s 

Scheme 

(3) 

Other¬ 

wise 

(4) 

Total 

(51 

Errors  of  Refraction 
(including  Squint). 

New  Cases  . 

66 

80 

37 

183 

Re-examination 

122 

46 

15 

183 

Other  Defect  or  Disease 
eluding  those  recorded 

of  the  eyes  (ex 

— 

— 

— 

— 

188 

126 

!  52 

366 

Total  Number  of  ohildren  for  whom  speotaoles  were  prescribed  : — 

(а)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  167 

(б)  Otherwise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  176 

Total  Numbsr  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles  : — 


(а)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme 

(б)  Otherwise  . 


167 

175 
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Group  III.  Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Enlarged  tonsils 
adenoids . 

Mouth  Breathing 


Totai. 


RkCKIVICO  OPERATIVE  TREATMENT 


By  Private 

Under  the 

Practitioner 

Authority’s 

or  Hospital, 

Scheme,  in 

apart  from 

Total 

Clinic  or 

the 

Hospital 

Authority's 

Scheme 

(1) 

(?) 

(3) 

9 

12 

21 

9 

12 

21 

Received 
other  Forms 
of 

Treatment 


(4) 


3 

70 


73 


Total 
numhr  r 
treated 

(5) 

24 

70 


94 
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APPENDIX  C. 

LIVERPOOL  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


REPORT  BY  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  PHYSICAL 
TRAINING  FOR  THE  YEAR  1921. 

The  year  1927  was  one  in  which  the  teachers  of  Liverpool  showed 
continued  interest  and  honest  endeavour  in  the  physical  develop¬ 
ment  and  welfare  of  136,000  elementary  school  children  under 
their  jurisdiction.  The  general  strike  in  1926  seriously  affected 
the  progress  in  the  teaching  of  swimming,  but  happily  during 
1927  a  full  programme  was  possible,  and  good  results  were 
obtained. 

The  following  statements  give  a  comprehensive  idea  of  the 
extent  of  the  physical  activities  organised  in  the  Elementary 
Schools  of  Liverpool : — 

There  are  282  school  departments  at  which  scholars  over  11  years 
of  age  attend.  The  average  time  each  week  devoted  to  physical 
training  in  these  departments  on  school  premises  is  between  80 
and  90  minutes  for  each  class.  Infant  Departments  devote  at  least 
one  half  hour  daily. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-six  departments  use  public  parks  or 
playing  fields  for  organised  games  during  school  hours. 

Eighty-four  departments  are  included  in  a  scheme  which  secures 
free  transport  by  tramcar  from  congested  areas  to  playing  fields 
during  school  hours. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  departments  are  accommodated  at 
the  public  baths  for  swimming  instruction . 

A  return  by  head  teachers  shows  that  in  October,  1927,  of 
children  in  attendance  at  school,  6,249  hogs  and  2,992  girls  could 
swim  at  least  23  yards. 
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Sixty-seven  departments  organised  individual  school  swimming 
galas  for  their  pupils. 

Ninety  departments  organised  individual  school  sports. 

Forty-four  departments  organised  school  camps  during  the 
summer  vacation. 

The  Sports  Committees  of  the  Teachers’  Associations  report 
increased  enthusiasm  among  the  teachers  for  the  progress  and 
expansion  of  their  schemes  of  organised  games,  athletic  sports, 
swimming  contests  and  efficiency  tests,  which  are  organised 
entirely  after  school  hours. 

Short  reports  giving  details  and  statistics  dealing  with  the 
various  branches  of  physical  training,  briefly  stated  above,  are 


here  given  in  the  following  sequence : — 

A.  Organised  Games.  The  Use  of  Public  Parks  and  Playing  Fields  ...  2 

B.  The  Free  Transport  of  Elementary  School  Children  to  Playing  Fields 

for  Organised  Games  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

C.  The  Supply  of  Games  Apparatus .  5 

D.  Games  Supervision  in  Public  Parks  during  Summer  Holidays,  1927  ...  5 

E.  Elementary  School  Holiday  Camps,  1927  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

F.  The  Use  of  Public  Plunge,  Slipper  and  Spray  Baths  ...  ...  ...  8 

G.  The  Use  of  School  Plunge  and  Spray  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

H.  Evening  Play  Centres .  10 

I.  Physical  Activities  organised  by  Teachers  out  of  School  Hours  ...  12 


A. — Organised  Games.  The  Use  of  Public  Parks  and 
Playing  Fields  by  Elementary  Scholars. 

1.  Use  of  Public  Parks  during  School  Hours. 

The  Parks  and  Gardens  Committee,  in  November,  1919,  granted 
permission  for  organised  games  to  be  played,  in  the  spaces  set 
apart  in  the  various  Parks  for  games,  by  elementary  scholars 
during  school  hours,  under  the  supervision  and  guidance  of  their 
teachers.  This  concession  was  taken  advantage  of  immediately 
and  the  following  playing  spaces  have  been  in  constant  use  during 
the  last  eight  years: — 

Garston  Rec.  Ground  Shed  Park  Walton  Hall  Av.  Bee,  Ground 

Kensington  Gardens  Stanley  Park  Aigburth  Vale  Bee.  Ground 
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Kirkdale  Rec.  Ground 
Rice  Lane  Rec.  Ground 
Lower  Breck  Rcc.  Ground 
Mulberry  Park 
Donaldson  St.  Playground 
Queen’s  Drive  Rec.  Ground 
Clubmoor  Rec.  Ground 
Sefton  Park  Review  Ground 


Waver  tree  Park 
Wavertree  Playground 
Aubrey  St.  Playground 
Bootle  Rec.  Ground 
Princes  Park 
Woolton  Rec.  Ground 
Ullet  Road  Rec.  Ground 
Gateacre  Rec.  Ground 


Bevington  St.  Playground 
Richmond  Park 
Longmoor  Iauic  Rec.  Ground 
Ncwsham  Park 
Rathbone  Rec.  Ground 
Rupert  Lane  Rec.  Ground 
Lister  Drive  Rec.  Ground 


2.  Use  of  Public  Parks  after  School  Hours. 

The  Sports  Committees  of  the  Teachers’  Associations  (N.A.S. 
and  N.U.T.)  have  used  the  playing  spaces  in  the  Parks  for  the 
majority  of  their  competitions  in  football,  cricket,  baseball, 
rounders,  netball,  hockey,  etc.  These  competitions  are  generally 
inter-school  or  inter-district  and  take  place  during  evenings  or 
on  Saturday  mornings. 

The  Liverpool  Branch  of  the  N.U.T.  controls  the  organisation 
of  games  and  competitions  out  oj  school  hours  open  to  all  girl 
scholars  in  the  Elementary  Schools,  and  the  Liverpool  Association 
of  Schoolmasters  controls  the  activities  of  the  bogs. 

It  is  of  interest  to  trace  the  growth  and  development  of  this 
work  in  connection  with  team  games,  as  demonstrated  by  the 
following  statistics : — 


Teams  competing. 


1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

Girls — 

Rounders  ... 

13 

21 

59 

80 

75 

80 

76 

81 

83 

Net-Ball 

— 

— 

— 

19 

28 

27 

32 

36 

39 

Hockey 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

11 

9 

9 

Boys — 

Football — 

Leage  Competitions 

29 

69 

93 

97 

120 

113 

133 

138 

142 

Knock-Out  . 

18 

33 

38 

41 

47 

56 

55 

53 

— 

Cricket  . 

56 

63 

71 

83 

87 

80 

101 

114 

119 

Baseball  . 

17 

33 

43 

52 

45 

43 

42 

44 

46 

84 


O 

o. 


The  Use  of  Private  Playing 
Scholars. 


Fields  for  Elementary 


The  use  of  large  portions  of  parks  and  open  spaces  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Parks  and  Gardens  Committee  has  been 
thoroughly  appreciated  by  teachers  and  scholars,  but  the 
standard  of  play  attained  at  organised  games  in  private  playing 
fields  is  much  higher  than  is  possible  in  public  parks. 

These  Elementary  Schools  playing  fields  are  used  for  games 
during  school  hours,  for  competitive  team  games  after  school  hours, 
and  for  individual  school  sports  and  festivals. 


Playin'-;  Fields  in  Use. 


(1)  8  acres  at  Long  Lane,  Fazakerley. 

(2)  6J  „  „  Thomas  Lane,  Knotty  Ash. 

(3)  ^  »>  >>  “  Underlea,”  Aigburth  Vale. 

(4)  8  „  „  Jericho  Farm,  Aigburth. 

Playing  Fields  Suggested  for  Ftturf.  Use. 

(1)  8  acres  at  Sandown  Park,  Wavertree. 

(2)  8  „  ,,  Clubmoor. 

(3)  8  „  „  Allerton. 


B.—The  Free  Transport  of  Elementary  School  Children  from 
Congested  Areas  to  Playing  Fields  for  Organised  Games. 

The  number  of  children  taking  part  in  the  Elementary  Schools 
Management  Sub-Committee’s  scheme  for  free  transport  to  playing 
fields  has  been  of  necessity  kept  within  limits,  according  to  the 
playing  spaces  available,  the  preservation  of  the  grass  on  the 
playing  pitches,  and  the  amount  of  expenditure  approved. 

The  visits  take  place  during  afternoons,  and  the  children  travel 
on  ordinary  trams  at  half-fare  with  tickets  supplied  by  the 
Education  Committee.  Each  department  included  in  the  scheme 
is  entitled  to  send  50  children  once  a  week  in  accordance  with 
definite  time-tables,  under  the  care  of  a  teacher. 

In  1923,  40  school  departments  were  included  as  an  experiment. 
The  results  attending  the  inception  justified  the  continuance  and 
development  of  the  scheme. 
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lor  the  Summer,  1924,  the  number  of  school  departments  was 
increased  to  52,  and  in  addition  to  the  Committee’s  Elementary 
Schools  Playing  Fields  at  Knotty  Ash,  Fazakerley  and  Aigburth, 
playing  spaces  under  the  control  of  the  Parks  and  Gardens  Com¬ 
mittee  were  used  successfully,  i.e.,  Sefton  Park  Review  Field  and 
Wavertree  Playground. 

During  192G  and  1927,  84  school  departments  have  been  included, 
and  further  playing  spaces  under  the  control  of  the  Parks  and 
Gardens  Committee  have  been  utilised,  viz.,  Garston  Recreation 
Ground,  Clubmoor  Recreation  Ground  and  Walton  Hall  Avenue 
Recreation  Ground. 

The  expenditure  on  tram  tickets,  issued  and  used  during  the 
year  1927,  was  £580. 

C.  —  The  Supply  of  Games  Apparatus. 

The  Elementary  Schools  Sub-Committee  has  authorised  the 
expenditure  of  £1,250  on  materials  for  games  apparatus  during 
the  year  1927.  the  items  included  on  the  games  requisition  list 
were  similar  to  those  of  1926,  and  the  schools  where  organised 
games  were  conducted  on  a  larger  scale  received  more  apparatus 
than  schools  in  which  less  interest  was  taken  in  physical  activities. 

1  he  Manual  Instruction  Centres  helped  to  augment  the  supply 
of  games  apparatus  by  including  the  construction  of  football  posts, 
net  ball  posts,  rounder  and  baseball  bases  in  the  scheme  of  instruc¬ 
tion.  Pupils  take  great  interest  in  making  items  of  games 
apparatus  which  they  can  use  themselves  in  their  games. 

D.  — Games  Supervision  in  Public  Parks  during 

Summer  Holidays,  1927. 

During  the  five  weeks  of  the  Elementary  Schools  Holiday,  the 
Elementary  Schools  Management  Sub-Committee,  in  co-operation 
with  the  Parks  and  Gardens  Committee,  carried  out  their  scheme, 
for  the  eighth  successive  year,  whereby  definite  organised  games 
and  activities  weie  piovided  in  the  larger  public  parks  for  children 
on  holiday. 
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Six  parks,  viz.,  Princes  Park,  Stanley  Park,  Sheil  Park, 
Wavertree  Playground,  Sefton  Park  and  Garston  Recreation 
Ground,  were  each  in  charge  of  three  supervisors — two  men  and 
one  woman — who  were  on  duty  from  1-0  to  5-0  p.m.  daily. 

Ihe  provision  of  these  play  leaders  not  only  encouraged  the 
boys  and  girls  to  come  to  the  parks,  but  also  gave  them  the  neces¬ 
sary  help  in  arranging  games,  choosing  sides,  allocating  playing 
spaces,  and  initiating  miniature  athletic  meetings.  The  men  and 
women  on  duty  showed  forethought  in  making  arrangements,  put 
energy  into  their  work,  and  gained  the  appreciation  of  the  children 
under  their  charge. 

Games  apparatus  was  supplied  by  the  Committee,  consisting  of 
net  ball  posts  and  balls,  rubber  balls,  cricket  bats  and  balls, 
rounder  and  baseball  outfits,  stumps,  ropes  for  tug-of-war  and 
skipping,  jumping  standards,  and  boxing  gloves.  This  apparatus 
was  stored  and  issued  from  lock-up  huts  which  have  been  erected 
for  this  purpose. 

The  weather  was  not  generally  very  fine,  but  the  children  were 
eager  for  their  games  even  during  threatening  and  wet  weather, 
and  only  on  three  days  did  the  heavy  rain  prevent  all  play. 

The  attendance  of  children  varied  in  the  different  parks,  and 
according  to  the  weather.  The  estimated  average  daily  attendances 
of  children  actually  playing  under  supervision  were  as  follows : — 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Princes  Park  . 

660 

240 

Stanley  Park 

350 

130 

Sheil  Park 

210 

...  '  105 

Wavertree  Playground 

310 

75 

Garston  Rec.  Ground  ... 

150 

140 

Sefton  Park  ...  .,, 

V  • 

275 

110 

1,955  ...  800 


(2,755  children) 
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Inter-park  cricket  matches  were  played  by  teams  of  representa¬ 
tive  boys,  viz.,  Stanley  Park  v.  Sheil  Park,  W  avertree  Playground 
v.  Sefton  Park,  Princes  Park  v.  Sefton  Park,  and  Princes  Park  v. 
Wavertree  Playground,  and  cricket  and  rounders  teams  were  also 
formed  representing  schools  or  streets. 

The  chief  weekly  event  in  each  park  was  the  Sports  Meeting, 
for  which  the  scheme  provides  a  weekly  sum  of  5/-  per  park  for 
the  purchase  of  small  prizes. 

The  organisers  in  charge  report  that  the  Park  Superintendents 
and  their  staffs  co-operated  with  them  in  their  work,  and  warmly 
welcomed  the  presence  of  games  organisers. 

E. — Elementary  School  Holiday  Camps,  1927. 

Since  the  Summer  of  1920  the  Elementary  Schools  Management 
Sub-Committee  has  approved  a  scheme  whereby  payments  of 
grants-in-aid  have  been  made  to  assist  teachers  in  taking  poor 
elementary  school  children  to  camps  for  a  portion  of  the  summer 
holiday. 

This  expenditure  by  the  Education  Committee  is  included  in  the 
total  of  L.E.A.  expenditure,  which  is  subject  to  a  20  per  cent, 
grant  from  the  Board  of  Education.  The  Board  of  Education 
approved  for  the  present  year  the  sum  of  £1,000  on  school  camps. 

The  number  of  school  camps  and  the  actual  sums  of  money 
granted  during  the  past  seven  years  are  here  given.  _ 


Year. 

Total  grant  from  L.E.A.  j 

No.  of  Camps. 

1920 

£348  10  0 

22 

1921 

201  0  0 

10 

1922 

71  0  0 

4 

1923 

192  0  0 

10 

1924 

483  10  0 

24 

1925 

588  0  0 

27 

1926 

697  10  0 

31 
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These  grants-in-aid  stimulate  the  school  teachers  to  organise 
camping  parties  of  poor  children  from  their  schools.  The  organiser 
of  a  camj)  has  to  give  up  a  portion  of  holiday  for  the  purpose,  and 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  carrying  out  of  all  duties  connected 
with  the  transport,  feeding,  sleeping,  recreation  and  general  care 
of  the  youthful  campers. 

In  preparing  the  scheme  for  the  Summer  Holiday,  1927,  all 
Elementary  Schools  in  Liverpool  were  circularised,  inviting  appli¬ 
cations  for  inclusion,  and  42  school  sent  in  applications  which  were 
favourably  considered. 

Details  of  the  42  Camps  have  been  prepared,  but  as  these  have 
already  been  circulated  to  the  Committee  they  are  not  repeated 
here.  An  analysis  shows  that  the  actual  numbers  going  to  camp, 
and  the  amount  of  the  grants-in-aid  are  as  follows,  viz. : — 


Year. 

No.  of  Leaders. 

No.  of  Scholars. 

Total  Grant-in-aid. 

1927  . 

98 

Bovs.  Girls. 

1,187  307 

£1,000  0  0 

V - v - ' 

1,494 

Arrangements  were  made  for  each  school  camp  to  be  visited  by 
a  representative  of  the  Elementary  Schools  Management  Sub- 
Committee,  and  teachers  and  organisers  appreciated  the  kindly 
interest  of  Councillors  F.  B.  Brown,  W.  Denton,  F.  Ashcroft, 
B.  V.  Kirby  and  J.  Walker  in  recording  visits  of  inspection. 

F. — The  use  of  Public  Plunge,  Slipper,  and  Spray  Baths. 

Time-tables  for  the  use  of  the  eleven  public  plunge  baths  of  the 
Baths  Committee  are  compiled  annually  at  conferences  of  Head 
Teachers  and  the  Inspector  of  Physical  Training.  Owing  to  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  school  departments,  which  include 
swimming  instruction  in  their  schemes  of  instruction,  considerable 
congestion  occurs  at  several  of  these  public  baths,  and  the  schools 
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in  the  new  housing  areas  have  no  provision  for  swimming  instruc¬ 
tion  within  reasonable  access  of  their  homes  or  schools.  This  is  a 
problem  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  receive  the  immediate  attention 
of  the  Baths  Committee. 

The  Baths  Committee  has,  since  1921,  provided  facilities  for 
the  free  private  bathing  of  elementary  scholars  between  the  hours 
of  4  p.m.  and  5  p.m.  on  school  days. during  the  winter  months  of 
November,  December,  January,  February  and  March. 


Attendances  at  Public  Baths  are  here  given:  — 


1 

I 

ATTENDANCES 

ATTENDANCES 

ATTENDANCES. 

Name  of  Bath 

« 

- - - -  ’  | 

Swimming  Plunges  1 

Summer  Months,  1927. 

Swimming  Plunges  ' 

Winter  Months,  1927. 

Supper  and  Spray 
Baths. 

Winter  Months,  1927. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Cornwallis  Street 

14,682 

10,932 

— 

— 

1,012 

1,023 

Margaret  Street ... 

54,875 

12,676 

24,682 

1,268 

654 

639 

Westminster  Rd. 

37,399 

15,056 

10,260 

4,226 

958 

1,370 

Lister  Drive  . 

21,113 

10,223 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Picton  Road  . 

12,970 

5,436 

— 

— 

480 

99 

Speke  Road  . 

20,639 

9,935 

11,112 

2,569 

— 

— 

Queen’s  Drive  ... 

14,535 

8,554 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Steble  Street  . 

39,846 

15,108 

11,921 

2,014 

1,196 

1,389 

Lodge  Lane  . 

24,639 

12,002 

— 

— 

1,012 

759 

Burroughs  Gdns. 

19,970 

10,015 

— 

— 

823 

951 

Woolton . 

1,110 

882 

— 

— 

— 

Netherfield  Road 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

273 

Minshull  Street  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 

25 

Beacon  Street  .. 

' — 

— 

— 

— 

3,478 

772 

Totals  in  1927 

261,778 

110,819 

57,975 

10,077 

9,635 

7,300 

l 

v-_  ^ 

372,597 

68,052 

16,935 
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G—The  use  oj  School  Plunge  and  Spray  Baths. 

Swimming  plunges  at  1-5  schools  were  used  during  the  Summer 
months.  These  baths  are  particularly  useful  for  teaching 
beginners.  Attendances  and  the  number  of  swimmers  are  here 
given : — 


Name  of 
School  Bath. 

Size  of  Bath. 

No.  of  weeks 
Bath  was  in 
use  in  1927. 

Total  No.  of 
Scholars’ 
Attendances 
at  Bath. 

No.  of  Swimmers, 
October,  1927 
(able  to  swim  at 
least  25  yds.) 

Bovs 

Girls. 

Bovs. 

Girls. 

Anfield  Koad . 

51  ft.  x  24  ft. 

18  weeks 

7,326 

4,414 

62 

56 

Beaufort  Street . 

34  ft.  x  16  ft. 

21  „ 

4,725 

3,100 

138 

86 

Birchfield  Koad 

58  ft.  x  20  ft. 

8,716 

9,225 

106 

114 

Boaler  Street . 

45  ft.  x  20  ft. 

18  „ 

6,167 

3,851 

87 

82 

Brae  Street . 

23  ft.  x  141  ft. 

»  „ 

a* 

1,001 

51 

45 

Daisy  Street  . 

19  ft.  x  16  ft. 

•>•> 

1,645 

800 

55 

17 

Granton  Koad  . 

40  ft.  x  15  ft. 

18J  „ 

2,834 

2,935 

51 

21 

“  Harrington  ”  . 

24  ft.  x  13J  ft. 

25  „ 

1,500 

5,000 

40 

20 

Hey  worth  Street  ... 

30  ft,  x  18  ft. 

19 

3,132 

3,651 

82 

44 

Lawrence  Koad 

54  ft.  x  24  ft. 

21  ,. 

8,090 

6,738 

119 

81 

I/ongmoor  Lane . 

50  ft,  x  20  ft. 

19  „ 

5,200 

5,100 

40 

14 

St  Michael’s  Hamlet 

171  ft.  x  17£ft. 

16  „ 

1,152 

960 

50 

36 

Sefton  Park  . 

40  ft.  x  25  ft. 

16  „ 

2,016 

1,920 

62 

51 

52,838 

48,701 

' - 

- > 

101,539 

Spray  baths  on  the  premises  at  the  “  Harrison  Jones,”  St.  James’, 
St.  Augustine’s  and  Everton  Terrace  Council  Schools  were  used 
during  the  year,  but  not  to  the  full  extent  possible. 


H. — Evening  Play  Centres. 

thirteen  centres  have  been  opened  regularly  throughout  the 
session  (October  to  April),  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  evenings 
from  5-30  to  7-30  o’clock.  The  number  of  children  who  attended  at 
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the  opening  meetings  was  more  than  could  >  be  accommodated, 
but  the  numbers  soon  got  down  to  a  reasonable  working  basis, 
and  the  attendance  has  been  regular  and  well  maintained  up  to 
the  last  date  of  opening. 

The  following  return  shows  the  average  attendance  for  each 
centre  throughout  the  session  : — 


Addison  Street 

...  444 

Banks  Road 

575 

“Harrington” 

...  533 

“  Harrison  Jones  ” 

...  486 

Holy  Cross  R  C  ... 

...  266  (girls  only) 

Netherfield  Road  ... 

...  446 

Penrliyn  Street 

...  473 

St  Augustine’s  . 

...  343  (boys  only) 

Do  . 

...  398  (girls  only) 

St  James’  C 

...  439 

St.  Paul’s  C'.E. 

...  415 

St.  Sylvester’s  R.C. 

...  559 

Wellington  Road  ... 

...  422 

Total 

...  5,799 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  play  centres  appeal  chiefly  to  the  class 
of  children  for  whom  they  are  intended.  It  is  noticeable  that  the 
more  popular  classes  are  those  where  undue  noise  is  suppressed, 
and  play  is  carried  on  in  comparative  quietness,  hence,  there  has 
been  a  tendency  to  introduce  more  occupations  such  as  paper-flower 
making  and  other  light  handicraft  work  in  the  schemes  of  work. 

The  voluntary  help  given  by  students  from  the  Liverpool 
Physical  Training  College  and  Edge  Hill  Training  College,  has 
had  a  stimulating  influence,  although  these  students  cannot  attend 
regularly  or  for  full-time,  owing  to  their  College  studies. 

The  Supervisors  have  endeavoured,  by  regular  surprise  visits  and 
constructive  criticisms,  to  secure  that  the  centres  should  be  carried 
on  effectively  for  the  benefit  of  the  poorer  children  of  the  city. 
They  consider  that  the  selection  of  the  centres  on  a  regional  basis 
throughout  the  congested  areas,  achieves  this  object  as  far  as  the 
financial  conditions  allow. 
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A  Physical  Activities  Organised  by  Teachers 

Out  of  School  Hours." 

The  Liverpool  Branch  of  thr  \T  TT  T  „  *  i  n 

,  i,  ■  ,  •  ,  tne  iNU1-  controls  the  activities  open 

J.  "  ...  he  Elementary  Sehools.  The  Liverpool  Uraurl,  of 

SohooK  1,0  activities  open  to  all  boys  in  the  Elementary 

Extracts  from  the  Hon.  Secretaries'  Reports  are  here  appended: 

GIRLS. 

“  lhe  Sports  Committee  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that  this  year  all  its 
activities  have  again  received  most  enthusiastic  support,  and  so  iZH  ,L 
now  participate  m  some  branches  of  sport  that  it  is  felt  that  it  will  To 

=§  ilss-l 

a  set-back  last  venr  c  ■  1  swimming,  which  suffered 

- -  -  -  - — 

NET  BALL. 

all  t  Nf  Bal‘  LCagUC’  39  80,10018  cntcrcd-  a»d  the  keen  spirit  shown  by 

II  teams  throughout  the  competition  gave  promise  of  brilliant  play  in  the  final 

^“S  r  “ p,acc  0,1  Mar" 15th  at  - — — 

“  This  year  there  has  come  from  the  schools  a  request  for  the  organisation 
of  a  Junior  Net  Ball  Competition,  and  the  Committee’s  decision  to  accede 7^ 
seems  to  have  been  justified,  as  16  schools  have  entered. 

HOCKEY. 

in  *“'**'•  thi'  C0“Pe“U0,‘  ^  "”"’b'red  nothing 

ROUNDERS. 

“  There  is  no  lessening  of  interest  in  Rounders  as  a  summer  game,  the  number 
of  teams  entering  both  Senior  and  Junior  Competitions  tending  to  increase  especial 
111  schools  having  easy  access  to  Playing  Fields  and  Public  Parks.  ’  7 

49  Schools  entered  the  Seniors’  Leagues. 

34  Schools  entered  the  Juniors’  Leagues. 

“  The  Finals  games  were  a  revelation  of  the  high  standard  of  skill  to  which 
school  girls  have  now  attained  in  this  game.  Fine  as  the  Junior  teams  undoubtedly 
Mere,  the  greater  experience  and  longer  practice  of  the  Seniors  told  in  their  favour 
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ATHLETIC!  FESTIVAL. 

“  Favourable  weather  and  the  surroundings  of  the  beautiful  ground  of  the 
White  Star  Athletic  Association,  again  very  kindly  lent  to  the  Sports  Committee 
for  its  Annual  Athletic  Festival,  made  this  a  very  pleasant  function.  The  programme 
included  a  number  of  athletic  events,  country  dances  by  girls  from  29  schools, 
national  dances  in  costume. 

“  The  number  of  competitors  for  the  athletic  events  was  2,115  from  00  schools. 
A  very  large  number  of  these  were  in  teams  for  flat  racing  or  goal  shooting,  this 
type  of  event  proving  more  popular  every  year. 

“  A  Country  Dance  Party  was  arranged  for  September  25th,  for  all  girls  who 
had  taken  part  in  the  Athletic  Festival  Dances. 

CIVIC  WEEK  DANCE  DISPLAY. 

“  The  Sports  Committee  was  asked  to  arrange,  as  an  attraction  during  Civic 
Week,  a  repetition  of  the  Country  and  other  dances  performed  at  their  Athletic 
Festival.  This  took  place  in  St.  George’s  Hall,  and  gave  great  pleasure  to  a  large 
number  of  spectators,  who  were  unstinted  in  their  admiration  of  what  they  considered 
one  of  the  most  interesting  items  produced  by  the  Pageantry  Committee. 

SWIMMING. 

“  The  progress  in  Swimming  this  year  has  been  remarkably  good,  considering 
that  most  schools  began  the  season  with  very  few  swimmers,  and  some  with  none, 
owing  to  last  year’s  difficulties. 

For  the  Senior  Squadron  Leagues  37  teams  entered. 

For  the  Junior  Squadron  Leagues  28  teams  entered. 

CERTIFICATES. 

“  The  number  of  Swimming  Certificates  gained  this  year  in  1 14  Schools  has 
reached  the  highest  total  this  Committee  has  recorded. 

3rd  Class.  2nd.  Back.  1st.  Total. 

1,362-  866  605  240  3,073 

“  The  highest  previous  record  was  2,945.  .  . 

LIFE-SAVING  CERTIFICATES. 

“  More  schools  now'  aim  at  presenting  a  group  of  girls  for  these  examinations. 
“Seven  schools  entered,  and  gained  the  following: — 

Elementary.  Proficiency.  Bronze  Medal.  Total. 

90  79  3  172 

“  This  is  the  first  year  that  girls  have  been  presented  for  examination  for  the 
bronze  medal,  a  much-coveted  award. 

GALAS. 

“Six  very  successful  galas  were  held,  the  1,140  competitors  being  drawn  from 
104  schools.  The  very  large  number  of  entries,  2,268,  indicates  that  six  galas  are 
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now  insufficient  to  deal  adequately  with  them,  particularly  at  Westminster  Road, 
the  most  crowded  bath. 

“  Tlic  ever-increasing  numbers  dealt  with  in  these  various  branches  of  swimming 
prove  the  need  for  still  greater  facilities  for  girls  at  public  baths  after  school  hours. 

LANCASHIRE  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS  ATHLETIC  ASSOCIATION. 

“  At  a  meeting  of  representatives  of  Schools  of  the  county  held  in  September 
it  was  decided  to  form  a  Lancashire  Athletic  Association  for  Elementary  Schools. 
This  Committee  has  decided  to  become  affiliated  to  it,  and  thus  be  in  touch  with 
Sports  interests  beyond  their  city  organisations. 

-N.U.T.  EXECUTIVE  (SPECIAL  SPORTS  COMMITTEE). 

A  Special  Sports  Committee  of  the  N.U.T.  Executive  has  been  formed  to 
discuss  questions  of  general  interest  connected  with  sports  in  the  elementary  schools 
throughout  the  country.  The  collection  of  information  respecting  facilities  for  or 
difficulties  in  carrying  on  athletic  work,  and  discussions  on  the  same,  should  prove 
very  valuable  in  furthering  this  work.” 

A.  M.  MOLLOY 

(Hon.  Sec.,  Sports  Committee,  National  Union  of  Teachers,  Liverpool  Branch). 

BOYS. 

Gentlemen, 

Ttour  Sports  Committee  has  pleasure  in  reporting  another  highly- 

satisfactory  year  of  work  on  behalf  of  the  Sports  and  Athletics  of 

our  Liverpool  schoolboys.  Every  branch  of  the  Committee’s 

activities  continues  with  gratifying  efficiency,  and  the  whole 

organisation  of  our  boys  athletics  was  never  in  a  more  flourishing 

© 

state.  It  is  especially  pleasing  to  record  that  the  several  branches 
of  swimming  have  largely  recovered  from  the  unfortunate  set-back 
due  to  the  coal  dispute  of  192G. 

FOOTBALL. 

Once  again  the  Football  competitions  established  a  new  record  in  the  number 
of  competing  teams,  with  a  total  of  142.  The  difficulties  met  with  in  obtaining 
suitable  grounds  for  the  deciding  ties  of  the  competitions  considerably  handicapped 
j  the  Football  Committee,  and  adversely  affected  their  finance. 

CRICKET. 

“  For  the  Cricket  competitions  there  was  also  a  record  entry,  119  teams  taking 
part.  The  growing  popularity  of  our  Cricket  Championships  is,  indeed,  becoming 
an  embarrassment  to  your  Committee,  owing  to  the  all  too  short  six  weeks’  season, 
and  the  necessity  of  completing  all  league  engagements  together  with  the  various 
inter-league  and  qualifying  rounds  prior  to  the  summer  holidays. 
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BASEBALL. 

“  Forty-six  team,  took  port  in  the  M  condition..  W  U»« 
bey,  .chiovod  .  brilliant  performance  in  oocuring  the  aenior  trophy  for  the 
year  in  succession,  and  the  junior  championship  for  the  first  tune. 

ATHLETIC  FESTIVAL. 

“One  of  the  outstanding  events  of  the  year  was  the  annual  Athletic  Festna,, 
-n  held  at  the  Liverpool  Police  Ground.  Nearly  2,000  entries  "ft  rec 
S  the  genera  standard  of  athletic  ability  of  the  competitors  showed  an  advance 
Tn  prions  years.  Anfield  Road  boys  fielded  a  strong  contingent  and  succeeded 
in  wresting  the  Championship  Trophy  so  long  held  by  Steers  Street  Schoo  . 


k. 


SWIMMING. 

“  In  the  various  swimming  leagues’  competitions,  168  teams  competed  in 
two  divisions.  Banks  Road  again  retained  their  pre-eminent  position  m  the  A 
division,  and  St.  Malaehy’s  School  carried  off  the  “B”  dims, on  championship 
in  both  free-style  and  breast-stroke. 

“After  winning  the  Northern  Counties’  Schoolboy  Swimming  championship 
the  Ban  Road  team  a,  Cent,,,  in  the  final  0,  the  All-England  Barker  S  d 
compefion,  secured  their  seven, h  success  in  the  las,  eight  yearn  and  thus  remlned 
their  premier  position  in  English  Schoolboy  Swimming. 

“  Ten  district  swimming  galas  were  organised,  and  were  well-supported. 

“The  •Champion,"  Gala,  held  at  Queen's  Drive,  «».■«»>  *”“**'“ 
this  annua,  swimming  gathering.  The  Lord  Mayor  and  Lady  » both 
attended  the  gala,  and  were  enthusiastic  in  their  admiral, on  of  the  swunmmg 
7^1  in  fhe  various  rousts  for  the  badge,  awarded  by  your  Comm,,  - 
Representatives  of  other  Merseyside  sections  of  our  Association  were  invited,  and 
.1,0  expressed  their  appreciation  of  the  stand., d  of  swimming  winch Pm™fed. 
Special  mention  should  be  mad.  of  the  most  interest, ng  and  ...struet.ve  lee  turn 
demonstration  of  ‘  The  Crawl-Stroke  ’  given  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Shimmin,  an 
of  Banks  Road  schoolboys.  This  was  one  of  the  features  of  a  very  memorable  g  - 

“Over  four  thousand  certificates  were  awarded  on  the  results  of  the  season’s 
trials  of  candidates  during  the  season.  One  hundred  and  fifty-four  tap  gained  the 
Elementary  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Life-Saving  Society,  s even  y-four  passed  for 
the  higher'proficiency  award,  and  nine  boys  demonstrated  their 
of  life-saving  methods  by  qualifying  for  the  Bronze  Medallion  of  the  Soc  . . 

LANCASHIRE  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS  ATHLETIC  ASSOCIATION. 

“Your  Committee  welcomes  the  formation  of  the  Lancashire  Schools’  Athletic 
Association  as  providing  opportunities  for  our  Liverpool  boys  to  pit  the.r  streng  , 
skill  and  speed  against  the  schoolboys  in  other  parts  of  the  county,  and  the  poss.  i  «  y 
in  .he  representative  team,  chosen  to  comp...  in  the  Inter-County 

Athletic  Sports  held  in  London  annually. 

\ 
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l,0':S  "7  r1-1"-'  ,0  very  numerous  bo.lv  of  teachers 

C°n7‘°7  ,hat  “««  ""-os.  ami  enthusiasm  in't . ZiZ 

fT*  and  athletics  of  their  so . .  is  of  consid . We 

guieral  community,  continue  to  give  liberally  of  their  leisure 

fiplh,r‘'  “-1- -  ■»»•  *■ . *»n^,oya;:z 

\l-hile  the  Liverpool  'Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  declare, I  tint 

bo  -7  ‘the  CWefyc"Pr,°wment  "  the  8tantla"'  °f  P^-nno  of  our 

*  ‘ ,  v.  hiei  Constable  reports  n  lnArL-ori  i  i* 

7  i  •  icpuns  a  marked  decline  in  luvenilp 

t“qrnCr  [  "7  be  Claim8d  U»  efforts  and  iHfluence 
on,  teachers  has  been  largely  responsible  for  these  very  desirable 
improvements.  1  uesua,)le 

J.  R.  BECKETT 

(Ho„.  Sec.,  Sports  Commit*.,  N.l,  Assoc,  o,  Sch„oto„„,„.  Li«rpool  B„nch). 

AH  elementary  scholars  in  Liverpool  Schools  are  eligible  for  the 

eompetmous  organised  by  these  two  Sports  Committees,  and  the 

Cathohc  Schools  achieve  considerable  success.  There  is  also  , 

Cat  o,  cM,  A,lletic  AmcMm  which  coiiducts  “ 

m  football,  cricket,  net  ball,  baseball,  boxing  and  athletic  sports 
exclusively  for  Catholic  school  children.  ^ 

In  presenting  this  report  to  the  Elementary  Schools  Management 
Sul, .Com,,,,  tee,  the  Inspector  of  Physical  Training  wishes  to 
emphasise  the  importance  and  extent  of  the  willing  work  of  the 
teachers  of  Liverpool  in  organising  these  athletic  competitions 

er  school  hours,  entirely  without  financial  support  from  the 
Education  Authority. 

It  is  recommended  that  letters  of  appreciation  be  sent  to  the 
teachers  Associations  responsible. 

ALFRED  E.  HARRIS 

February  10///,  1928.  (Inspectoi  of  I  hysical  Training). 


